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Letters 


Disclaim That Disclaimer 


Dear Love and Rage, 

What's up folks? Why the editorial 
prefacing Richard Blake's article on por¬ 
nography? You already have the Boring 
Disclaimer; no need to bore us again. 

One of the reasons I’ve respected the 
newspaper is its ability to not editorial¬ 
ize contributors. Stating that Blake’s 
ideas are but one side of the issue and 
welcoming other viewpoints is not only 
redundant (remember, as anarchists we 
don’t have all the answers and we need 
to have discussion on many issues) but 
negates the political importance of his 
article. You may have placated the pro- 
pom sector of the anarchist community, 
but this is one anarcha-feminist who is 
not pleased. 

I ask myself, what is it about this topic 
that makes it so controversial and 
makes so many defensive? What stake 
do people have in defending pornogra¬ 
phy? It is a billion dollar exploitative in¬ 
dustry that shows no signs of slowing 
while I am just one angry womyn — 
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why am I the one that’s threatening? 

It comes down to how much we will 
challenge and how much we will cling 
to protect. With pom, it’s sad to see 
that patriarchy gets protected to the 
point where anarchists uphold misog¬ 
yny and “free” market capitalism. 

I applaud Richard Blake for his cour¬ 
age in submitting his article. It opens up 
the much needed discussion on pornog¬ 
raphy. Let’s just make sure that we wel¬ 
come those that support Blake’s ideas 
as well as those who have other views. 

Love and Struggle, 
Juliana 
Boston, MA 

Fine Article, Offensive Graphic 

Dear Love and Rage, 

I realize it might have been difficult 
to locate or create a graphic that 
would fit the “Pom in Flames" article. 
However, I was really pissed off when 
I saw actual pornography used — did 
you have to buy a magazine in order to 
get that picture? Did you think ripping 
it in half and then basically putting it 
back together again actually took 
away from its offensive appearance? 
Who makes the decisions? Possibly, in¬ 
stead of contributing to the excessive 
amount of time we are forced to see 
pornographic images shoved in our 
faces from every direction, Love and 
Rage could hire, or pay per graphic, a 
skilled artist to match up a more appro¬ 
priate image (perhaps handmade). 
Women and men could be more in¬ 
spired by a graphic of a woman power¬ 
fully resisting (throwing rocks through 
a porn shop), etc. Otherwise, please 
leave the text alone next time even if 
it is a long article like that one was. It 
was good enough to stand by itself. 

Lisa Simpson 
Minneapolis, MN 


of Love and Rage — the Anti-Racist pro¬ 
ject seems cool and relevant to the city i 
live in; the Prez boycott sounds as ridicu¬ 
lous as boycotting the Super Bowl — 
more than 70% of the population don’t 
vote, why bother turning it into a politi¬ 
cal act — fuck politics/politicians. It’s a 
placebo issue. What bothers me isn't the 
issues themselves, but that the touring 
pair lack the sense to ask people in the 
places they visit what things are rele¬ 
vant to their communities and how the 
Love and Rage Network might assist 
them. But i guess it’s more important for 
individuals and not-so-autonomous 
groups to serve the collective. 

In the accompanying “Have Anar¬ 
chy, Will Travel” Matt Black had the 
chutzpah to compare such a tour to 
those of Emma Goldman. She was an 
agitator, but certainly did no recruit¬ 
ment for any organization. Don’t get 
me wrong, i’m not against organiza¬ 
tion, but the Love and Rage Network 
is vanguardish — all vanguards are in¬ 
herently authoritarian. 

What i really wanted to respond to 
was the article “Political Prisons.” The 
writer suggests that because we can¬ 
not stop it from being built, people 
work to make Florence less bad. Has 
Kedzie Throop ever heard of Os Can- 


tion both directly and indirectly per¬ 
petuates it. School is one of the pri¬ 
mary institutions of cultural 
conditioning — not in what we’re 
taught, but that we’re taught at all — 
authority/slave, powerful/powerless 
mentalities form. Kedzie talks of build¬ 
ing a prison abolition movement. Di¬ 
rect action is inspiring, the demands 
and ponderings of ageist leftoid rheto- 
riticians is nauseating. What am i to 
make of such sentences as, "At this 
time, few revolutionary groups have a 
clear program for that [reducing social 
violence] (my emphasis).” Sounds like 
commie talk to me. How about this 
one: “Such a movement would clearly 
say to youth ‘Don’t join that gang and 
prey upon people in your own commu¬ 
nity, join the people in your community 
in a genuinely revolutionary move¬ 
ment...(blah, blah, blah)” Join with the 
vanguard and be down for the whole 
damn thing t— FUCK OFF! One of the 
man reasons people join gangs is be¬ 
cause the gang is community. “White 
activists should...Readers should...An¬ 
other article should...activists 
should...” and my favorite: “Love and 
Rage supporters, as a multi-cultural 
revolutionary grouping (hah, hah, hah, 
hahhh), should..." Kedzie says should 













pom sector of the anarchist community, 
but this is one anarcha-feminist who is 
not pleased. 

I ask myself, what is it about this topic 
that makes it so controversial and 
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Fine Article, Offensive Graphic 

Dear Love and Rage, 

I realize it might have been difficult 
to locate or create a graphic that 
would fit the “Pom in Flames” article. 
However, I was really pissed off when 
I saw actual pornography used — did 
you have to buy a magazine in order to 
get that picture? Did you think ripping 
it in half and then basically putting it 
back together again actually took 
away from its offensive appearance? 
Who makes the decisions? Possibly, in¬ 
stead of contributing to the excessive 
amount of time we are forced to see 
pornographic images shoved in our 
faces from every direction, Love and 
Rage could hire, or pay per graphic, a 
skilled artist to match up a more appro¬ 
priate image (perhaps handmade). 
Women and men could be more in¬ 
spired by a graphic of a woman power¬ 
fully resisting (throwing rocks through 
a porn shop), etc. Otherwise, please 
leave the text alone next time even if 
it is a long article like that one was. It 
was good enough to stand by itself. 

Lisa Simpson 
Minneapolis, MN 

Didn't Subvert 

Dear Love and Rage, 

The December edition was great all 
the way around. But, I have to protest 
the graphic that accompanied Rich¬ 
ard’s article about pom. I gather that 
the torn image was somehow an at¬ 
tempt to subvert or deconstruct the im¬ 
age. You failed. Porn photography is 
heavily encoded with the male objecti¬ 
fying gaze. It is quite a task to subvert 
these visual codes; I know ’cuz I tried 
for a long time when I was in art 
school. I’m done with art school now 
and have to deal everyday with male 
supremacist propaganda. I don’t need 
to see it in Love and Rage. 

With Love (and Rage), 
Paul Toup6 
Minneapolis, MN 

Shouldn't Be Vanguardist 

Love and Rage : 

There are a few things that both¬ 
ered me that i’ve seen in a recent is- 


What i really wanted to respond to 
was the article “Political Prisons." The 
writer suggests that because we can¬ 
not stop it from being built, people 
work to make Florence less bad. Has 
Kedzie Throop ever heard of Os Can- 


activists should...Readers should...An¬ 
other article should...activists 
should..." and my favorite: “Love and 
Rage supporters, as a multi-cultured 
revolutionary grouping (hah, hah, hah, 
hahhh), should..." Kedzie says should 



gaceiros in France? They vandalize 
prison sites and destroy materials of 
companies who participate in the 
prison industry — pour sugar in the 
concrete to prevent, hardening, blow up 
trucks, steal plans, destroy consoles and 
even beat up a prison architect. That’s 


as much as my mother does and 
sounds as patronizing as my last em¬ 
ployer. With such attitudes the only 
movement Kedzie’s built up is one of 
the bowels. 

Perhaps if the names, locations, ad¬ 
dresses and phone numbers of corpora- 
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Didn't Subvert 

Dear Love and Rage, 

The December edition was great all 
the way around. But, I have to protest 
the graphic that accompanied Rich¬ 
ard’s article about pom. I gather that 
the torn image was somehow an at¬ 
tempt to subvert or deconstruct the im¬ 
age. You failed. Pom photography is 
heavily encoded with the male objecti¬ 
fying gaze. It is quite a task to subvert 
these visual codes; I know ’cuz I tried 
for a long time when I was in art 
school. I'm done with art school now 
and have to deal everyday with male 
supremacist propaganda. I don’t need 
to see it in Love and Rage. 

With Love (and Rage), 
Paul Toup6 
Minneapolis, MN 

Shouldn't Be Vanguardist 

Love and Rage : 

There are a few things that both¬ 
ered me that i’ve seen in a recent is¬ 
sue of Love and Rage. One was a 
paragraph “Goof-Fest Planned” on the 
AYF page in the November 1991 issue. 
The sentence “This gathering will 
hopefully hammer out all the argu¬ 
ments within the AYF, like whether or 
not we need a political statement, the 
AYF decision making structure, etc." 
That sounds like centralization to me. 

Is AYF going to be the No Business As 
Usual of the Love and Rage Network? 
Or how ’bout Minneapolis ARA using 
Love and Rage as propaganda? 

Dave Lawrence and Chris Day sent 
me a form letter about them touring in 
which they stated their purposes; 
these included: 1) “to talk about our 
general perspective on organizing for 
an anarchist revolution,” (interesting 
choice of rhetoric), 2) to discuss the 
projects of the Love and Rage Network 
— the Presidential Election Boycott 
and the Anti-Racist Summer Project; 3) 
“to encourage people to actively par¬ 
ticipate in the Love and Rage Net¬ 
work” (read: recruitment), and 4) to 
raise money. Concerning the projects 
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gaceiros in France? They vandalize 
prison sites and destroy materials of 
companies who participate in the 
prison industry — pour sugar in the 
concrete to prevent hardening, blow up 
trucks, steal plans, destroy consoles and 
even beat up a prison architect. That’s 
direct action without political pretense. 
There’s a lot of activism concerning po¬ 
litical prisoners going on. How many of 
these groups (especially Freedom Now) 
gave a fuck when a black man in Geor¬ 
gia (i can’t remember his name) was exe¬ 
cuted last year for blowing a pig away in 
a shoot out, on his first offense burglary? 
I guess that wasn’t political enough. 

(Did ABC write of it?) 

But back to the article. There are a 
few quotes which reveal the author’s 
mentality: "he stated to applause, ’We 
guarantee if you give our youth a 
proper education, they will not [‘run 
wild’)," Kedzie quoting Akil al-Jundi at 
a Committee to End the Marion Lock- 
down conference. What an ageist 
prick! Schools and prisons have some 
remarkable similarities. Personally, i 
want to live in a society where people 
run wild. That running wild is used as 
a word substitute for social violence is 
ironic for one concerning himself with 
prison abolition. Trying to write of the 
causes of social violence would be ri¬ 
diculous here, but I’ll say that educa- 


as much as my mother does and 
sounds as patronizing as my last em¬ 
ployer. With such attitudes the only 
movement Kedzie’s built up is one of 
the bowels. 

Perhaps if the names, locations, ad¬ 
dresses and phone numbers of corpora¬ 
tions who produce shit to make 
prisons (and the names of architects 
too) are listed in Love and Rage, then 
anonymous/autonomous people 
and/or groups will have more informa¬ 
tion on which to take action. 

Avram 

Hide the Play-Doh 

Love and Rage 

The fax came in while I was industri¬ 
ously moulding little phallic and orific 
blobs out of Play-Doh. It was a copy of 
Mitchell Halberstadt’s letter, printed in 
January 1992 (Vol. 3 No. 1). 


DISCUSSION 

BULLETIN 

Available for some stamps from: 
Love and Rage Supporters 
PO Box 581354 
Minneapolis, MN 55458-1354 










He writes that my October 1991 arti¬ 
cle, “Ih Defense of the Political State¬ 
ment," (Vol. 2 No. 8), “defends the 
movement for Political Correctness,” 
and that I and the other “anal retentives 
of the world decry those who speak out 
of turn or question orthodoxy, usually re¬ 
garding sexism or racism.” 

Against the “Trippy Dude," a fellow 
whose character I embellish for argu¬ 
ment, Halberstadt invokes another ar¬ 
chetype, the “Big Nurse,” who “has 
everything nailed down. She admon¬ 
ishes even queers to assimilate to her 
order — under the banner of femi¬ 
nism.” 

Knowing what I’m like when I be¬ 
come cross, my roommates quickly 
took away my Play-Doh and replaced 
the jars on the mantle, under the gilt¬ 
framed, sepia-toned photos of Freud’s 
left and right buttocks. 

All together now: Speak out of turn! 
Question orthodoxy! 

Question orthodoxy? Must be gettiri’ 
soft, like my Play-Doh. Smash ortho: 
doxy, is what we mean. 

I helped found this newspaper be¬ 
cause I want to help build a revolution¬ 
ary anarchist movement. Because I 
believe a social system stifles jcy. (The 
mildest and most general way to say 
it.) I believe most humans are not free 
to choose how we will spend our lives: 
What effort and time to give to work, 
what to love, what to idleness. Instead 
of choice, we live under compulsion. 
Many, many of those who speak out of 
turn or step out of line are tortured 
and killed. The rest of us endure vary¬ 
ing amounts of sorrow and tedium. 
We’re a psychologically tough and 
adaptable species, so we get used to 
this condition, and don’t think about it 
too much. 

Revolutionaries are for talking about 
it. And turning it on its head. 

A social system. Shaking free of this 
system’s demands, listen! demands 
that we understand its particular quali¬ 
ties. Humans being the kind of animals 
we are, our understanding comes 
through naming. The Love and Rage 
political statement seeks to name spe¬ 
cific powers and oppressions. 

No one can deny that the compul¬ 
sion under which we live has different, 

specific, nameable asrr>©cto: 


I’ve heard the forgoing termed a 
"complicated nexus of interlocking 
and overlapping oppressions.” Con¬ 
cisely, it’s one snarly ball-o-twine. Un¬ 
snarling it demands, listen! demands 
being specific and clear. 

This mild little statement that has 
taken so much heat has ten little sec¬ 
tions: It has an introduction that says 
we “reject prepackaged ideologies" 
and expect “the radical and ongoing 
revision of our ideas as a necessary 
part of any revolutionary process." 

And it has nine little sections that 
say we "are,” and “are anti-.” These 
are not a "laundry list." This has noth¬ 
ing to do with the oppression of left- 
handed people, as one writer has 
suggested. Nor with underwear main¬ 
tenance, as another muttered, in these 
very pages. 

We’re revolutionary. We’re anti-statist. 
We’re anti-capitalist. We’re anti-racist. 
We’re anti-imperialist. We’re anti-sexist. 
We support queer liberation. We’re anti- 
ageist. We’re eco-anarchist. 

Bored? I’m not. Each statement 
means something. We’re not buying 
off a special interest with each para¬ 
graph. These are not planks in an elec¬ 
toral platform. This is an attempt to 
describe life. 

But wait! There’s something "ortho¬ 
dox,” "politically correct,” and "anal- 
retentive” prowling about. 

It’s the urge not to describe life. It’s 
the urge to take the subtle details for 
granted, not to name the specifics of 
the system of compulsion. 

It’s the urge to not build a movement. 

Because that’s what it really comes 
down to. Some people will simply be 
opposed to building a movement. I’m 
not talking about people who oppose 
turning Love and Rage into a "net¬ 
work," or into an "organization." (I 
may be one of those people, as soon as 
I figure it out.) Nor do I mean people 
who have different views on how to 
work in coalitions, or about relating to 
various communities. 

I’m talking about people who simply 
don’t envision millions of people in tre¬ 
mendous motion and upheaval; mil¬ 
lions of highly-politicized people 
feeling an urgent stake in the discus¬ 
sions and activities that have suddenly 

beaun to swirl arnunrl them. 


queer liberation, and an anti-capital- 
ism that understands feminism. And 
so on. 

The Big Nurse, I suspect, is Halber¬ 
stadt’s way of saying, “See? Women 
can be just as bad as men.” So what? 

What sex is the deity the pious wor¬ 
ship? Who wrote the dictionaries 
we’ve been using for hundreds of 
years? What sex are most doctors, 
even women’s doctors? Who rapes 
whom? In such a monstrous, ubiqui¬ 
tous system, locating blame is entirely 
beside the point. 

The Love and Rage political state¬ 
ment makes the mild and trite observa¬ 
tion that male supremacy exists. 

Evidently even this is enough to 
throw some people into a panic. 

What’s so scary, Mitchell Halberstadt? 
Why ask, in your letter, what if the 
Trippy Dude hasn’t abandoned his wife 
and kid? What if he "left no hooks for a 
woman to get into him?” Your words. 

Only if a movement has an analysis 
of male supremacy, can it debate 
whether such a statement is misogy¬ 
nist as hell or not. Describing the cir¬ 
cumstances of a woman and man 
creating a child together as the former 
“getting hooks into” the latter does 
seem consistent with woman-hating. 

So let’s all say it again: Smash ortho¬ 
doxy! The orthodox priests of our 
democratic, capitalistic society tell us 
we’re all equal, and any gripes can be 
settled in the voting booth. "Politically 
Correct” is the fashionable, poisonous 
slogan of that orthodoxy. 

It’s a lie. There’s already a dogma, a 
“PC,” in this society. Orthodoxy Num¬ 
ber One: Naming power is taboo. Cut 
against the grain, be accused of being 
"strident,” "dogmatic." Even "anal re¬ 
tentive.” The folks who own the boat 
don’t want anyone rocking it. 

If you’re against naming our oppres¬ 
sions, that we may better understand 
them, then you’re for continuing slavery. 
If you slam that effort as “orthodox,” 
when it’s actually about defying ortho¬ 
doxy, you’re as dishonest as they come. 

One last thing: Kedzie Throop is my 
preposterous pseudonym. As I state in 
the "Trippy Dude" piece, I am a queer 
man. Like Halberstadt, I write as a 
Jew. (Chew gum as a Jew, walk down 

the street as a Jew_i 


strata what a changing world this is 
and how “the (brave) New World Or¬ 
der” may be a pipe dream after all. 

The chance for anarchists to benefit is 
now. I also like your regular features — 
Anarchist Black Cross and Anarchist 
Youth Federation. The article entitled 
"Black Liberation and Anti-Semitism” 
was much appreciated by the brothers I 
showed it to in here. “In Defense of the 
Political Statement" and "Revolutionary 
Anarchism: Part of the Left?” were very 
insightful and I look forward to similar ar¬ 
ticles in the future. And finally, your deci¬ 
sion to print articles in Spanish has been 
very helpful to the Spanish brothers — 
Mexican, Cuban, Colombian — who are 
doing time in here. Love and Rage — 
keep up the excellent work! Your effort 
is much appreciated. 

In Solidarity @, 
James Daniel Armstrong 
Federal Correctional Institution 
Littleton, CO 

Return of the National Question 

Dear Lovers and Ragers, 

There has been much (needed) debate 
concerning your project, but I try not to 
make decisions without direct experi¬ 
ence or contact, although at times I feel I 
should write your project off as a manipu¬ 
lative leftist project in the guise of anar¬ 
chy. I’ve talked to a few anarchists 
around here closer to your brand of "Left 
anarchism,” whom are totally in favour 
of a separate Quebec state. One person 
went so far as to defend (justify) his na¬ 
tionalism by citing Bakunin as a national¬ 
ist. These full-fledged anarcho-statists (a 
schizophrenic state it appears) are fully 
supportive of Love and Rage and its 
black bloc tactics, making me wonder 
even more about the direction of Love 
and Rage when it has statists and nation¬ 
alists rooting for it. Isn’t Love and Rage 
anti-statist and anti-nationalist? 

Anyways, good luck with your pro¬ 
ject. I hope your aim is true. 

Jamie McGowan 
Montreal, PQ 

Commuiques y Corecciones 

Hey! 

Where’s doiAmtown Ontarin? Wo'ro 


cause i want to neip mma a revolution¬ 
ary anarchist movement. Because I 
believe a social system stifles joy. (The 
mildest and most general way to say 
it.) I believe most humans are not free 
to choose how we will spend our lives: 
What effort and time to give to work, 
what to love, what to idleness. Instead 
of choice, we live under compulsion. 
Many, many of those who speak out of 
turn or step out of line are tortured 
and killed. The rest of us endure vary¬ 
ing amounts of sorrow and tedium. 
We’re a psychologically tough and 
adaptable species, so we get used to 
this condition, and don’t think about it 
too much. 

Revolutionaries are for talking about 
it. And turning it on its head. 

A social system. Shaking free of this 
system’s demands, listen! demands 
that we understand its particular quali¬ 
ties. Humans being the kind of animals 
we are, our understanding comes 
through naming. The Love and Rage 
political statement seeks to name spe¬ 
cific powers and oppressions. 

No one can deny that the compul¬ 
sion under which we live has different, 
specific, nameable aspects: 

• Everyone at my department at work 
chokes with fury and bitter amuse¬ 
ment at every staff meeting where 
management squeezes just a little 
bit more juice out of us. 

• Women don’t rape men. 

• One in four Black men in the US will 
go to prison in his lifetime. 

• A US president can say the green¬ 
house effect comes from the farts of 
beef cattle, and people will believe him. 

• The solidarity in my workplace 
breaks down a tad when one of my 
workmates lectures me about 
what's wrong with “homosexual 
men.” She’s a heterosexual Black 
woman. I’m a white, queer man. 


on a special interest witn eacn para¬ 
graph. These are not planks in an elec¬ 
toral platform. This is an attempt to 
describe life. 

But wait! There’s something “ortho¬ 
dox,” “politically correct,” and “anal- 
retentive” prowling about. 

It’s the urge not to describe life. It’s 
the urge to take the subtle details for 
granted, not to name the specifics of 
the system of compulsion. 

It’s the urge to not build a movement. 

Because that’s what it really comes 
down to. Some people will simply be 
opposed to building a movement. I’m 
not talking about people who oppose 
turning Love and Rage into a “net¬ 
work,” or into an “organization.” (I 
may be one of those people, as soon as 
I figure it out.) Nor do I mean people 
who have different views on how to 
work in coalitions, or about relating to 
various communities. 

I'm talking about people who simply 
don’t envision millions of people in tre¬ 
mendous motion and upheaval; mil¬ 
lions of highly-politicized people 
feeling an urgent stake in the discus¬ 
sions and activities that have suddenly 
begun to swirl around them. 

In order to help bring that about, we 
have to describe the world we see and 
say what about it enrages us. So that 
we can describe the world we desire. 

Should this ever come about — mil¬ 
lions of humans killing their televi¬ 
sions, and feeling swept up with the 
urgent desire to understand, take con¬ 
trol over, and change their lives — 
some folks will undoubtedly panic. Not 
all of them will be bank presidents. 

In Halberstadt’s invocation of the 
“Big Nurse,” I thought I caught a whiff 
of panic. 

Whoever the hell his “Big Nurse” is, 
she hasn't read the political statement. 
We’re for a feminism that embraces 


cumsiances oi a woman ana man 
creating a child together as the former 
“getting hooks into” the latter does 
seem consistent with woman-hating. 

So let’s all say it again: Smash ortho¬ 
doxy! The orthodox priests of our 
democratic, capitalistic society tell us 
we’re all equal, and any gripes can be 
settled in the voting booth. “Politically 
Correct” is the fashionable, poisonous 
slogan of that orthodoxy. 

It’s a lie. There’s already a dogma, a 
“PC,” in this society. Orthodoxy Num¬ 
ber One: Naming power is taboo. Cut 
against the grain, be accused of being 
“strident,” “dogmatic.” Even “anal re¬ 
tentive." The folks who own the boat 
don’t want anyone rocking it. 

If you’re against naming our oppres¬ 
sions, that we may better understand 
them, then you're for continuing slavery. 
If you slam that effort as “orthodox,” 
when it’s actually about defying ortho¬ 
doxy, you’re as dishonest as they come. 

One last thing: Kedzie Throop is my 
preposterous pseudonym. As I state in 
the “Trippy Dude” piece, I am a queer 
man. Like Halberstadt, I write as a 
Jew. (Chew gum as a Jew, walk down 
the street as a Jew....) 

Signed, 
N K Steir 
aka Kedzie Throop 

Fan Mail 

Love and Rage ; 

I’m very excited about receiving 
Love and Rage and I want to thank 
you for including me on your mailing 
list! I thought your coverage on the 
People’s Park said Tompkins Square de¬ 
fense was excellent — I have been in 
transit for the last 4 months and had 
no way of keeping up with the news. 
The articles “An American Anarchist 
in Leningrad” and “Soviet Coup” demon- 


uear covers ana Kagers, 

There has been much (needed) debate 
concerning your project, but I try not to 
make decisions without direct experi¬ 
ence or contact, although at times I feel I 
should write your project off as a manipu¬ 
lative leftist project in the guise of anar¬ 
chy. I’ve talked to a few anarchists 
around here closer to your brand of “Left 
anarchism,” whom are totally in favour 
of a separate Quebec state. One person 
went so far as to defend (justify) his na¬ 
tionalism by citing Bakunin as a national¬ 
ist. These full-fledged anarcho-statists (a 
schizophrenic state it appears) are fully 
supportive of Love and Rage and its 
black bloc tactics, making me wonder 
even more about the direction of Love 
and Rage when it has statists and nation¬ 
alists rooting for it. Isn’t Love and Rage 
anti-statist and anti-nationalist? 

Anyways, good luck with your pro¬ 
ject. I hope your aim is true. 

Jamie McGowan 
Montreal, PQ 

Commuiques y Corecciones 

Hey! 

Where’s downtown Ontario? We’re 
stuck in downtown Latin America and 
we want to shop at Stiches! Please 
send directions. 

The Fighting and Drinking 
Communist Party of Hamilton (Ontario) 

Yo,Gringos! 

If you're In downtown Latin 
America, how come you weren’t 
reading la Secclon en Espafiol, 
where you would have seen that 
the correct location of Stiches Is 
downtown Toronto (see “Expropria- 
cd6n Masiva,” Afio 2, Numero 9, Novi- 
embre de 1991). 

The Revolutionary Production 
Cell (Reconstituted) 


{Network Council Meeting! 

March 28 - 29, Hamilton, Ontario 
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• The solidarity in my workplace 
breaks down a tad when one of my 
workmates lectures me about 
what’s wrong with “homosexual 
men." She’s a heterosexual Black 
woman. I’m a white, queer man. 
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In order to help bring that about, we 
have to describe the world we see and 
say what about it enrages us. So that 
we can describe the world we desire. 

Should this ever come about — mil¬ 
lions of humans killing their televi¬ 
sions, and feeling swept up with the 
urgent desire to understand, take con¬ 
trol over, and change their lives — 
some folks will undoubtedly panic. Not 
all of them will be bank presidents. 

In Halberstadt's invocation of the 
“Big Nurse,” I thought I caught a whiff 
of panic. 

Whoever the hell his “Big Nurse" is, 
she hasn't read the political statement. 
We’re for a feminism that embraces 
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Signed, 
N K Steir. 
aka Kedzie Throop 
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Love and Rage\ 

I’m very excited about receiving 
Love and Rage and I want to thank 
you for including me on your mailing 
list! I thought your coverage on the 
People’s Park and Tompkins Square de¬ 
fense was excellent — I have been in 
transit for the last 4 months and had 
no way of keeping up with the news. 
The articles “An American Anarchist 
in Leningrad” and “Soviet Coup" demon- 


Where’s downtown Ontario? We’re 
stuck in downtown Latin America and 
we want to shop at Stiches! Please 
send directions. 

The Fighting and Drinking 
Communist Party of Hamilton (Ontario) 

Yo v Gringos! 

If you're In downtown Latin 
America, how come you weren't 
reading la Seccion en Espafiol, 
where you would have seen that 
the correct location of Stiches is 
downtown Toronto (see “Expropria- 
cd6n Masiva," Afio 2, Numero 9, Novi- 
embre de 1991). 

The Revolutionary Production 
Cell (Reconstituted) 


{Network Council Meeting! 

March 28 - 29, Hamilton, Ontario 

The Network Council is an attempt on the part of the Love 
and Rage Network to find a way to work together as a network 
of revolutionary anarchist/ anti-authoritarian activists in a way 
that is both anarchist and revolutionary. There is little experi¬ 
ence in the world of anarchy either with working together on 
this scale - with people from most parts of North America - or 
with these numbers - probably 300 people in the Network, at 
least. 

The first meeting of the Network Council will be the weekend 
of March 28th and 29th in beautiful Hamilton, Ontario. Please 
come. This will be an opportunity for us to make the whole 
thing more participatory and collective and could be a fine time 
for all. 

You will probably have already received an information 
packet about this meeting. Or maybe you’ve seen the info in 
the Love and Rage Discussion Bulletin. If you don’t have the 
info you need, call the office at (212) 925 7966 or call the 
organizers at (416) 525 6725. 


Pre Register (or else) 


name. 


address. 


city. 


state/prov. 


country. 


telephone. 


Mark any that apply: 

( ) There are_people coming from my area. 

( ) I will need translation into French. 

( ) I will need translation into Spanish. 

( ) I will need accomodations accessible to the physically challenged. 
( ) I will need childcare for_children. 
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SOLIDARITY WITH CUBA 

Not With Castro 


by Gustavo Rodriguez 
LOT IS WRITTEN THESE DAYS 
about the Cuban problem: so 
much that you can find an infinite 
number of criticisms that includes the 
most antagonistic of positions. Politicos, 
philosophers, theologians, anthropolo¬ 
gists, historians, Cuban specialists, soci¬ 
ologists, essayists, reporters and 
charlatans, among others, dedicate 
much of their time to analyzing the situ¬ 
ation in Cuba that has been distorted too 
many times (consciously or uncon¬ 
sciously) by those who don’t know the 
reality. The purpose of this article is not 


to add another criticism to the bag of 
profound utopias and speculations that 
have converted the island of the Cachi- 
tas and the Cheos to guinea pigs. No, 
there is another purpose. 

When some comrades asked me to write 


drels and the authors of their books, for 
the Pentagon, the CIA, the White 
House and the bloodthirsty clown who 
currently resides there. So that 
through this medium they can under¬ 
stand our position and so that they will 
know that the Cuban people are not 
alone, nor will they be. 

AUTHORITARIANISM AND THE LEFT 

Through this article I’d like to reach 
the so called “left.” That “left” that ob¬ 
liged us on many occasions to question 


whether or not were part of it, when we 
heard about their support for the crimi¬ 
nal actions of dictatorships around the 
world. There are those who follow slo¬ 
gans, those who are being duped, who 
follow leaders and caudillos, followers of 


the construction of nuclear power plants 
and nuclear technology, while they ap¬ 
plaud Castro’s discourse justifying nu¬ 
clear technology as an alternative 
method for economic independence and 
constructing a nuclear plant of Soviet 
fabrication in Cienfuegos (remember 
Chernobyl?) and a reactor in Havana. 
How do they fight the development of 
biotechnologies and yet support it in 
Cuba? How can they organize for the 
abolition of the death penalty and pris¬ 
ons and support executions in Cuba with 
its large prison population? How do they 
work for an end to Selective Service and 
for demilitarization of society and then 
applaud obligatory military service and 
a militarized Cuban society? How do 
they fight for gay and lesbian rights and 
yet support a homophobic government 
that only a few years ago had work 
camps for homosexuals ( UMAP/ Uni - 
dades Militares de Ayuda a la Produc - 
cidn), expelled thousands of gays and 
lesbians (Mariel-Cayo Hueso 1980) under 
the slogan; "Homosexuals out of here! ” 
and does not permit them to belong to 
the Union of Communist Youth or to 
study in universities? How do they fight 
for wimmin’s self determination and ap¬ 
plaud the macho discourse and the pa¬ 
triarchal dictatorship of Fidel Castro? 

While we can put together a long list 
of contradictions of the so called “left," 
this is not the intention of the article. The 
important thing is to make clear the ex¬ 
istence of these alternative groups that 
are revolutionary, anti-authoritarian, 
anti-capitalist, and independently or¬ 
ganized inside of Cuba, all demanding 
physical and socio-political space and 
the right of the Cuban people to self-de¬ 
termination and emancipation. 

Perhaps, today more, than ever, the 
right of the Cuban people to self-deter¬ 
mination and the space that is so nec¬ 
essary to survive as human beings is 
being threatened by the big time capi¬ 
talist financiers (from the IMF to Miami 
capitalists) and by the new Yanqui ex¬ 
pansionist threat under the auspices of 
the "New World Order.” And here 


The authoritarian regime in Cuba is 
just as much a reality, as the imperialist 
threat or the reactionary and right wing 
exile community. As part of the Yanqui 
expansionist escalation and the develop¬ 
ment of a pro — Washington political 
opposition in Cuba, the National Endow¬ 
ment for Democracy (NED) awarded last 
year (1991) $462,132 for seven aid pro¬ 
jects for dissidents in Cuba, double the 
1990 figures. Of the NED money 
$100,000 was awarded to Jorge Mas and 
the ultra right-wing Cuban American 
Foundation to support the International 
Coalition for Human Rights in Cuba, 
while Richard Boffl. received a gift of 
$44,000 to edit his Siglo XXI (21st Cen¬ 
tury) magazine and manipulate from Mi¬ 
ami the Pro-Human Rights Committee. 

However, opposition groups that 
would fall under the category of "leftist” 
like the eco-pacifist movement Sendero 
Verde (Green Path), Seguidores de Mella 
(Followers of Mella) and others that have 
to operate clandestinely, not only do not 
receive a penny from anyone, they also 
try to remain anonymous. Here the self- 
proclaimed “left” coincides with the in¬ 
terests of Washington and it encourages 
the silencing of these anti-authoritarian 
alternatives on the island. 

It has been many years since Castro 
abandoned revolutionary postures (ever 
since his ascension to power his tenden¬ 
cies towards nationalism and tyranny 
were evident). His jails were occupied by 
CIA agents and ultra-right reactionaries, 
but anarchists, anarcho-syndicalists, liber¬ 
tarian and revolutionary socialists, Trot¬ 
skyists, Maoists, and social democrats, 
have also packed his dungeons. This is 
why it is important to reflect on what is 
meant by solidarity. We live in times when 
it becomes necessary to be in solidarity 
with a Cuba under pressure. But, with 
whom should we be in solidarity? 

An international campaign has been 
developing to secure petroleum for 
Cuba. Knowing the needs and realities of 
the Cuban people, of course there is a 
need for petroleum to electrify the island, 
to run the factories, for transportation, 
for cooking. But petroleum can also move 
the tanks, those same tanks that can be 
turned on the population like in Tian an 
Mien Square. This is why our solidarity 
should be directed to the Cuban people 
and not the dictatorial government. It 
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In the v^rge of if ik rt 
signing a treaty between 
the United States and 
Cuba, Castro insisted on 
keeping three Russian -v 
designed nuclear power 
plants under construction 
■near Cienfuegos, only 
200 miles from the U.S. 
coast . A Chernobyl-type 
accident would contami¬ 
nate Florida, the Gulf of 
Mexico, and the Carib¬ 
bean. The only answer, of 
course, was to invade. 
tfThat done, I had to 
explain to the anti-Castro 
Cuban exiles that I was 
not handing the island 
over to them, but to the 
Sendero Verde, or Green 
, Path-the Cuban envi¬ 
ronmental movement. 
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much of their time to analyzing the situ¬ 
ation in Cuba that has been distorted too 
many times (consciously or uncon¬ 
sciously) by those who don’t know the 
reality. The purpose of this article is not 
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Through this article I’d like to reach 
the so called “left.” That “left” that ob¬ 
liged us on many occasions to question 
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to add another criticism to the bag of 
profound utopias and speculations that 
have converted the island of the Cachi- 
tas and the Cheos to guinea pigs. No, 
there is another purpose. 

When some comrades asked me to write 
this article, the question came up: What 
type of solidarity should we give Cuba in 
these difficult times? Based on our ideologi¬ 
cal positions, on our revolutionary experi¬ 
ence, on our sensibility and on the lessons 
learned by the collapse of the so called 
“socialist block," we can't forget the isola¬ 
tion that the Cuban people are experienc¬ 
ing, especially all those who are working 
for social/political change and self-determi¬ 
nation on the island, from an anti-authori¬ 
tarian and revolutionary perspective. It is 
for the real revolutionaries and the pro¬ 
tagonists of everyday Cuban life — in the 
fields, in the factories, in the neighbor¬ 
hoods, in the schools, in the universities, for 
those that don’t accept under any circum¬ 
stances Yanqui aid, or the aid of Yanoui 


whether or not were part of it, when we 
heard about their support for the crimi¬ 
nal actions of dictatorships around the 
world. There are those who follow slo¬ 
gans, those who are being duped, who 
follow leaders and caudillos, followers of 
men, not ideas. It is to this group that I pose 
the question: Aren't you in the least hit 
suspicious that the same people who sup¬ 
ported martial law in Hungary, Poland, and 
Czechoslovakia, and applauded Tian an 
Mien Square and the Stalinist Coup in the 
former USSR, are the same people who 
applaud Castro and his bourgeois clique? 

Have you asked who is behind organi¬ 
zations like US Hands Off Cuba Coalition? 
No? Well I think it’s time to find out. 

With this article I’d like to communi¬ 
cate with each and every one of our 
readers what the Cuban reality is and to 
wake up the “left” and the “duped” to 
show them that there is more beyond 
the blinders. Outside of their organiza¬ 
tions. others are trvina to achieve the 


now ao mey ngm me development ol 
biotechnologies and yet support it in 
Cuba? How can they organize for the 
abolition of the death penalty and pris¬ 
ons and support executions in Cuba with 
its large prison population? How do they 
work for an end to Selective Service and 
for demilitarization of society and then 
applaud obligatory military service and 
a militarized Cuban society? How do 
they fight for gay and lesbian rights and 
yet support a homophobic government 
that only a few years ago had work 
camps for homosexuals ( UMAP/ Uni - 
dades Militares de Ayuda a la Produc- 
cidn), expelled thousands of gays and 
lesbians (Mariel-Cayo Hueso 1980) under 
the slogan; “Homosexuals out of here! ” 
and does not permit them to belong to 
the Union of Communist Youth or to 
study in universities? How do they fight 
for wimmin’s self determination and ap¬ 
plaud the macho discourse and the pa¬ 
triarchal dictatorship of Fidel Castro? 

While we can put together a long list 
of contradictions of the so called “left," 
this is not the intention of the article. The 
important thing is to make clear the ex¬ 
istence of these alternative groups that 
are revolutionary, anti-authoritarian, 
anti-capitalist, and independently or¬ 
ganized inside of Cuba, all demanding 
physical and socio-political space and 
the right of the Cuban people to self-de¬ 
termination and emancipation. 

Perhaps, today more.than ever, the 
right of the Cuban people to self-deter¬ 
mination and the space that is so nec¬ 
essary to survive as human beings is 
being threatened by the big time capi¬ 
talist financiers (from the IMF to Miami 
capitalists) and by the new Yanqui ex¬ 
pansionist threat under the auspices of 
the “New World Order." And here is 
the intention of this article: solidarity 
with the Cuban people. Solidarity not as 
an abstract concept that is part of a 
prepackaged ideology, but real solidar¬ 
ity from person to person, worker to 
worker, ecologist to ecologist, womyn 
to womyn, homosexual to homosexual, 
oppressed to oppressed. Concrete soli¬ 
darity with the people who have gone 
unrecognized for many years: the peo¬ 
ple of Cuba. 

LAST CALL 

The first time I came into contact with 
anarchist groups, anti-authoritarians 
and eco-pacifists — Polish, Czecho-Slo- 
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while Richard Bofil received a gift of 
$44,000 to edit his Siglo XXI (21st Cen¬ 
tury) magazine and manipulate from Mi¬ 
ami the Pro-Human Rights Committee. 

However, opposition groups that 
would fall under the category of “leftist” 
like the eco-pacifist movement Sendero 
Verde (Green Path), Seguidores de Mella 
(Followers of Mella) and others that have 
to operate clandestinely, not only do not 
receive a penny from anyone, they also 
try to remain anonymous. Here the self- 
proclaimed “left” coincides with the in¬ 
terests of Washington and it encourages 
the silencing of these anti-authoritarian 
alternatives on the island. 

It has been many years since Castro 
abandoned revolutionary postures (ever 
since his ascension to power his tenden¬ 
cies towards nationalism and tyranny 
were evident). His jails were occupied by 
CIA agents and ultra-right reactionaries, 
but anarchists, anarcho-syndicalists, liber¬ 
tarian and revolutionary socialists, Trot¬ 
skyists, Maoists, and social democrats, 
have also packed his dungeons. This is 
why it is important to reflect on what is 
meant by solidarity. We live in times when 
it becomes necessary to be in solidarity 
with a Cuba under pressure. But, with 
whom should we be in solidarity? 

An international campaign has been 
developing to secure petroleum for 
Cuba. Knowing the needs and realities of 
the Cuban people, of course there is a 
need for petroleum to electrify the island, 
to run the factories, for transportation, 
for cooking. But petroleum can also move 
the tanks, those same tanks that can be 
turned on the population like in Tian an 
Mien Square. This is why our solidarity 
should be directed to the Cuban people 
and not the dictatorial government. It 
should be with the people that not only 
suffer the scarcity caused by a criminal 
blockade and an interventionist threat, 
but also suffer one of the most despotic 
dictatorships in the hemisphere. 

Let’s be in solidarity with the Cuban peo¬ 
ple. Let’s send them canned goods, cereals, 
soybeans, new and used clothing, coats, 
soaps, detergents — in short all that is nec¬ 
essary to survive. Let’s organize our own aid 
committees without state control or inspec¬ 
tion and let’s give our aid from people to 
people, with autonomous organizations 
from around the world, making contacts on 
the island that will permit the development 
of a self-administered solidarity. 

Let’s respond “ presente ” to this last 
call for solidarity aid and let’s send the 
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When some comrades asked me to write 
this article, the question came up: What 
type of solidarity should we give Cuba in 
these difficult tunes? Based on our ideologi¬ 
cal positions, on our revolutionary experi¬ 
ence, on our sensibility and on the lessons 
learned by the collapse of the so called 
“socialist block," we can’t forget the isola¬ 
tion that the Cuban people are experienc¬ 
ing, especially all those who are working 
for social/political change and self-determi¬ 
nation on the island, from an anti-authori¬ 
tarian and revolutionary perspective. It is 
for the real revolutionaries and the pro¬ 
tagonists of everyday Cuban life — in the 
fields, in the factories, in the neighbor¬ 
hoods, in the schools, in the universities, for 
those that don’t accept under any circum¬ 
stances Yanqui aid, or the aid of Yanqui 
puppet organizations — that this article is 
written. 

Secondly, this article is written for the 
more reactionary, extreme right-wingers 
of North America and the Cuban exile 
community — for Jorge Mas Canosa and 
his Cuban Amerikkkan Foundation, for 
Hubert Matos and his Independent and 
Demokkkratic Cuba, for Richard Bofil 
and the rest of the opportunists, to the 
“Valladares ” and that crew of scoun- 


follow leaders and caudillos, followers of 
men, not ideas. It is to this group that I pose 
the question: Aren't you in the least bit 
suspicious that the same people who sup¬ 
ported martial law in Hungary, Poland, and 
Czechoslovakia, and applauded Tian an 
Mien Square and the Stalinist Coup in the 
former USSR, are the same people who 
applaud Castro and his bourgeois clique? 

Have you asked who is behind organi¬ 
zations like US Hands Off Cuba Coalition? 
No? Well I think it’s time to find out. 

With this article I’d like to communi¬ 
cate with each and every one of our 
readers what the Cuban reality is and to 
wake up the “left” and the “duped” to 
show them that there is more beyond 
the blinders. Outside of their organiza¬ 
tions, others are trying to achieve the 
same objectives, with similar tactics 
and strategies around the world. And 
also in Cuba, these groups exist on a 
smaller scale, with less participation, 
(because the inalienable right to free 
association and meetings does not ex¬ 
ist) with the same hopes and fighting 
against the same enemies. 

It’s inexcusable how the so called 
“left” (sometimes, cynically, even self 
proclaimed “radicals”) struggles against 


the “New World Order.” And here is 
the intention of this article: solidarity 
with the Cuban people. Solidarity not as 
an abstract concept that is part of a 
prepackaged ideology, but real solidar¬ 
ity from person to person, worker to 
worker, ecologist to ecologist, womyn 
to womyn, homosexual to homosexual, 
oppressed to oppressed. Concrete soli¬ 
darity with the people who have gone 
unrecognized for many years: the peo¬ 
ple of Cuba. 

LAST CALL 

The first time I came into contact with 
anarchist groups, anti-authoritarians 
and eco-pacifists — Polish, Czecho-Slo- 
vakians, Muscovites and Ukrainians — 
they told me of the lack of support and 
the little solidarity they received from 
the outside. Recently a Polish anarcha- 
feminist was here for an international 
conference of wimmin and was talking 
to me. about the ample criticisms now 
heard from the “left” about the dictator¬ 
ships of the "socialist block” in Eastern 
Europe. She asked me “where were 
these groups while we were living under 
these authoritarian regimes?” 


mix* iiKJx, luw luuiaioncu yovfsrnmeni. it 
should be with the people that not only 
suffer the scarcity caused by a criminal 
blockade and an interventionist threat, 
but also suffer one of the most despotic 
dictatorships in the hemisphere. 

Let’s be in solidarity with the Cuban peo¬ 
ple. Let’s send them canned goods, cereals, 
soybeans, new and used clothing, coats, 
soaps, detergents — in short all that is nec¬ 
essary to survive. Let’s organize our own aid 
committees without state control or inspec¬ 
tion and let’s give our aid from people to 
people, with autonomous organizations 
from around the world, making contacts on 
the island that will permit the development 
of a self-administered solidarity. 

Let’s respond “ presente ” to this last 
call for solidarity aid and let’s send the 
fuel necessary for the Cuban people to 
survive and for moving forward but not 
the fuel for the tanks that can be used to 
crush them. ★ 

Gustavo Rodriguez is a Cuban anar¬ 
chist living in exile in the US. 

William Brown is an anarcho-syndical¬ 
ist, whose cartoon , President Bill, ap¬ 
pears in papers all over. Check out his 
hilarious book, also called President Bill. 


The following groups suppport 
Love endRage. If you like what 
y^u see In Love end Rage and 
would like to find out more about 
revolutiohaiy anarchism, contact 
the group closest to you. * - 


UNITED STATES 

Love and Rage Supporters 
PO Box 581354 
Minneapolis, MN 55458-1354 

! Youth Greens 
PO Box 7293 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 

Autonompi Anarchist Action 
IlltO,Box'3 Prince St Station 
New York, NY 10012 


filSAutonome Forum 
r v PO Box 366 
Williamstown, MA 01267 

ArtDecco ' 111 
PO Box 12504 111 
Raleigh, NC 27605 

Love and Rage 
iilupporters in Atlanta 
PO Box 2234 
Decatur, GA 30031-2234 

Cincinnati Autonomousll 
Anarchist Collective 4 # 
PO Box 19589 
Cincinnati, OH 45219 

lilibercftlfeobsessed 
PO Box 1916 
Belle Fourche,SD 57717 


AmoryRabia 
l|i! POBox 45-2001 

Miami, R 33245 

AnarcSlfcth Federafion/NYC 
PO Box 365 
Canal St Station 
s I N^Yorf NY 10013-0365 

f; 5f Revolutionary G^oup X 

PO Box 6022 
Chicago, IL 60680 

Circle A Collective 
1126 Mantis 
New Orleans, LA 70116 

lillnarchist Action Network 
Suite 147,3325 Loma Rd#2 
PO Box360999 
' Birmingham, Al 35236 


Bay Area JSB-Racist AcHciii! 
POBok3501 1 
Oakland, CA 94609 

Atlatf Collective 
PO Box 7962" • I ■ 
Austin, IX 78713-7962 

^^^Hed Anarchist Front 
PO Box 1115 ; 

Whittier, CA 90609 

Bayou La Rose 
PO Bax 5464 
Tacoma, WA 98405-0464 

CANADA 

Resistance c/o Friends of Durrufi* 
PO Box 2881 
Vancouver, BC V6B 3X4 


Outaouais Outrage 
PQBbx 4051, Station E 
jj||g Ott|Wa, ONT KJ |5B 1 

Arm The Spirit 

PO Bo* 57584, Jackson Station 
Hamilton, ONT L8P 4X3 

Icomedia Toronto 
PO Box 915, Station F 
Toronto, ONT M4Y2N9 j 

Community Charge 
PO Box 57069 Jackson Station 
^jHaiiwIton, ONT L8P 4W9 

MEXICO 

AmoryRabia 
Apartado Postal 11-351 
|CP. 06101 Mexico, D.F. Mexico 
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MayDay 29 Victory! 


by Lisa Novacek 
"The most absurd apology for author¬ 
ity and law is that they serve to diminish 
crime." 

Emma Goldman 

T he trial that seemed to 

never end has finally come to a 
close. After a long summer spent 
without much of a victory fighting to keep 
Tompkins Square Park (TSP) open, the 
Squatter/Homeless movement working 
on the Lower East Side in NYC has reason 
for celebration. 

After four long months spent in court by 
the defendants at a cost of approximately 
$1 million to the state, the verdicts for the 
May Day 29 has shown that the efforts of 
NYC and the Police Department to perse¬ 
cute political activists are perhaps not as 
powerful as they had hoped. 

The MayDay 29 were a group of peo¬ 
ple who were arrested on the night of 
May 1, 1990 after the 4th Annual Resist 
to Exist/Squatter MayDay concert, held 
in TSP. The concert began as a neighbor¬ 
hood celebration which included artists, 
musicians and poets, but ended unexpect¬ 
edly with the police attacking the stage, 
beating those in their path, pushing some 
into equipment, and others off the stage. 
The police claim they “approached” the 
stage because the last band had gone 10 
minutes past 9pm, the time the conceit 
was scheduled to end. Twenty-eight peo¬ 
ple were arrested that evening and one 
arrested two weeks later by undercover 
cops (See Love and Rage Vol. 1 No. 3, June 
1990 for more info on the riot itself). Most 
of the people arrested are known activists 
in and around Tompkins Square Park, and 
the others were neighborhood residents 
swept-up by the random police action. 
Many of the defendants had their charges 
reduced to misdemeanors, but the re¬ 
maining five who were facing felony 
charges maintained their innocence on all 
but three misdemeanor counts. The May- 
Day 29 trial has proven to be like most 
other political trials, where the defendants 
aren’t allowed to introduce evidence that 
would both prove their innocence, and put 
the circumstantial evidence being used by 


was their ideas and their literature — 
none had been at Haymarket that day 
except Fielden, who was speaking when 
the bomb exploded. A jury found them 
guilty and sentenced them to death. 
Their appeals were denied; the Supreme 
Court said it had no jurisdiction. 

Four of the anarchists were hanged and 
one blew himself up in his cell by exploding 


a stick of dynamite in his mouth. Three 
remained in prison. The executions enraged 
people internationally; 25,000 marched in a 
funeral procession in Chicago. 

Some evidence came out later that a 
man named Rudolph Schnaubelt, suppos¬ 
edly an anarchist, was actually an agent 
provocateur, hired to throw the bomb and 
thus enable the arrest of hundreds, and 
destroy any revolutionary movement in 
Chicago. To this day it has not been 
“proven” who threw the bomb. With this 
event, the immediate effect was a sup- 


the gesture of waving arms and a 
speech on the microphone asking for the 
people to “Be prepared to break the law 
tonight” and “Be prepared to resist” is 
capable of turning the crowd into a riot¬ 
ous frenzy or according to the cops 
“swarming rats.” Kenny’s lawyer, 
James Roth contended that Kenny was 
not on the microphone that night and in 


fact was not gesturing the crowd to 
come forward , but was simply dancing 
on stage, along with others to the music 
of Spy vs. Spy — the last scheduled per¬ 
formance of the night. Notorious Police 
Inspector Julian’s testimony concerning 
Kenny’s gesturing led to what has to be 
one of the most hilarious moments of the 
trial. Julian was asked by Kenny’s law¬ 
yer to imitate the type of dancing he 
witnessed on stage. Although Julian 
tried to give some lame excuse about not 
being able to dance because of his in¬ 


lie ved that Officer Esposito, who told 
him, was only repeating a rumor. 

Prosecuting attorney Connolly’s con¬ 
tinued use of buzzwords like “flag 
burner,” “communist,” “mohawk hair¬ 
cut” and ridiculous statements like 
“John was waving the red flag of anar¬ 
chy," exposed the fact that the state’s 
only hope of swaying the jury was by 
playing on these possible prejudices. 
Kuby did attempt to tell the court that 
there is a difference between Commu¬ 
nism and Anarchism, but any discussion 
of these ideas was repeatedly censored 
by the court. 

One of the more ironic things about the 
trial was that Tom, a neighborhood resi¬ 
dent, who was not even at the concert, or 
involved with any movement in TSP, was 
facing the most serious charges of 2nd 
degree riot and criminal possession of a 
weapon. The jury could not reach a verdict 
on his charges, so the result was a hung 
jury. Although the state can decide to 
try him again, the fact that 10 out of 12 
jurors found him not guilty should only 
help his case. The jurors were so tense 
after 12 days of deliberation, that while 
sitting in the courtroom one could hear 
objects being thrown and shouting 
coming from the juror’s room. The ob¬ 
jects turned out to be chairs and it was 
rumored that one juror was threatened 
with being thrown out of the window of 
the 15th floor. 

Anthony, who was charged with riot 
and criminal possession of a weapon, 
was jumped on by two undercover cops 
that night. Although the prosecution 
contended that Anthony was throwing 
a bottle, there was very little evidence 
to support this. Anthony was found 
guilty on both counts, but since his age 
was 17 at the time, it's probable that he 
will get five years, probation and have 
to perform community service, while 
not spending any time in jail. 

Besides all of the contradictions and 
ignorant statements offered by the cops, 
the incident which will go down in court¬ 
room history was when Sgt. Burke was 
asked to identify Anthony in the court¬ 
room, he looked straight out to the audi¬ 
ence and pointed to a blonde man, 
(Anthony’s hair colour is black) who hap¬ 
pened to be DA Connolly’s brother, who 
just happened to be visiting that day. 





in TSP. The concert began as a neighbor¬ 
hood celebration which included artists, 
musicians and poets, but ended unexpect¬ 
edly with the police attacking the stage, 
beating those in their path, pushing some 
into equipment, and others off the stage. 
The police claim they “approached” the 
stage because the last band had gone 10 
minutes past 9pm, the time the concert 
was scheduled to end. Twenty-eight peo¬ 
ple were arrested that evening and one 
arrested two weeks later by undercover 
cops (See Love and Rage Vol. 1 No. 3, June 
1990 for more info on the riot itself). Most 
of the people arrested are known activists 
in and around Tompkins Square Park, and 
the others were neighborhood residents 
swept-up by the random police action. 
Many of the defendants had their charges 
reduced to misdemeanors, but the re¬ 
maining five who were facing felony 
charges maintained their innocence on all 
but three misdemeanor counts. The May- 
Day 29 trial has proven to be like most 
other political trials, where the defendants 
aren’t allowed to introduce evidence that 
would both prove their innocence, and put 
the circumstantial evidence being used by 
the prosecution into context. 

HAYMARKET HISTORY 

To place the MayDay 29 trial into a his¬ 
torical perspective, it’s interesting to take 
a look at events that took place around 
May 1, 1886, the first MayDay pro¬ 
test/celebration. Although the political 
surroundings are different and the issues 
vary, the way that the state acted in at¬ 
tempting to suppress a movement by 
framing some people that the police see as 
dangerous organizers is very similar. 

The movement for an eight-hour 
working day had been growing. On May 
1, tens of thousands of workers went on 
strike across the nation. In Chicago, 
where most of the industries were para¬ 
lyzed by the strike, the state militia were 
out and the police were ready. The Mail , 
a Chicago paper asked that Albert Par¬ 
sons and August Spies, the anarchist 
organizers of the International Working 
People’s Association, be watched. 
“Keep them in view,” "Hold them per¬ 
sonally responsible for any trouble,” 
“Make an example of them if trouble 
occurs, ” read The Mail's editorial. 

On May 3-4, a series of events took 
place which were to put Parsons and 
Spies in exactly the position that the 
Mail had suggested. That day, in front of 


a stick of dynamite in his mouth. Three 
remained in prison. The executions enraged 
people internationally; 25,(XX) marched in a 
funeral procession in Chicago. 

Some evidence came out later that a 
man named Rudolph Schnaubelt, suppos¬ 
edly an anarchist, was actually an agent 
provocateur, hired to throw the bomb and 
thus enable the arrest of hundreds, and 
destroy any revolutionary movement in 
Chicago. To this day it has not been 
“proven” who threw the bomb. With this 
event, the immediate effect was a sup¬ 
pression of the radical movement, the 
long-term effect was to keep alive the 
class anger of many, and to inspire others. 

These tactics are as old as the word 
oppression; even today, over 100 years 
later, the political railroading of organizers 
is alive and well as ever, and the courts are 
continuing to be used as tools to squash 
and intimidate political organizing. 

ANARCHISTS ON TRIAL 

Although no bombs went off on May 
1, 1990, the District Attorney (DA)and 
the police have tried to turn flying bot¬ 
tles into bombs. The movement in and 
around Tompkins Square Park has been 
a very painful thorn in the side of the city 
of New York, and they think by putting 
away activists and terrorizing the com¬ 
munity will ease this pain. The reality is 
that this movement is diverse and not 
lead by a small group of people, and 
therefore is not likely to just disappear. 

Much of the tone of the trial was set in 
the opening statements. Surreal could 
easily be used to describe the quality of 
the trial. 

Defendant Lori Rizzo, while acting in 
her own defense, gave a very strong, 
and personable opening statement. 
Prosecuting attorney Connolly seemed 
to object at every other word. Judge 


fact was not gesturing the crowd to 
come forward , but was simply dancing 
on stage, along with others to the music 
of Spy vs. Spy — the last scheduled per¬ 
formance of the night. Notorious Police 
Inspector Julian's testimony concerning 
Kenny’s gesturing led to what has to be 
one of the most hilarious moments of the 
trial. Julian was asked by Kenny’s law¬ 
yer to imitate the type of dancing he 
witnessed on stage. Although Julian 
tried to give some lame excuse about not 
being able to dance because of his in¬ 
jured knee, Judge Failla insisted that he 
get up and dance! It is impossible to 
truly describe the motions and gyrations 
of Julian’s flailing appendages, but one 
thing is certainly clear: cops ain’t got no 
rhythym. Note: Inspector Michael Julian 
is the former Commanding Officer of the 
9th precinct, who came in after the 1988 
riot in a supposed attempt to heal police 
relations with the community 
(ho,ho,ha,ha). 

The focus on Kenny made perfect sense, 
considering that besides being a long¬ 
time community activist he has also filed 
a civil suit against Insp. Julian and Sgt. 
Steve Marron because of the injuries he 
received at the hands of the cops. Kenny 
was found not guilty of riot, but found 
guilty of incitement to riot, a misdemeanor 
charge which Kenny will appeal. 

John, who was also found not guilty 
on all charges was the only defendant 
not arrested the night of May 1. He 
was arrested two weeks later on May 
18, at the first speakout after the riot. 
John was taken in by Officer Jon Licari, 
an undercover cop — officially known 
as an “anti-crime” officer. According to 
Inspector Julian, “anti-crime officers 
are used to prevent bottle-throwing 
and violence.” Surely this comes as a 
great surprise to anyone who has ever 
been harassed, hit or otherwise 


objects being thrown and shouting 
coming from the juror’s room. The ob¬ 
jects turned out to be chairs and it was 
rumored that one juror was threatened 
with being thrown out of the window of 
the 15th floor. 

Anthony, who was charged with riot 
and criminal possession of a weapon, 
was jumped on by two undercover cops 
that night. Although the prosecution 
contended that Anthony was throwing 
a bottle, there was very little evidence 
to support this. Anthony was found 
guilty on both counts, but since his age 
was 17 at the time, it’s probable that he 
will get five years, probation and have 
to perform community service, while 
not spending any time in jail. 

Besides all of the contradictions and 
ignorant statements offered by the cops, 
the incident which will go down in court¬ 
room history was when Sgt. Burke was 
asked to identify Anthony in the court¬ 
room, he looked straight out to the audi¬ 
ence and pointed to a blonde man, 
(Anthony’s hair colour is black) who hap¬ 
pened to be DA Connolly’s brother, who 
just happened to be visiting that day. 
The look on Connolly’s face was one of 
great confusion; certainly his brother 
had been nowhere near the riot. 

Much of the prosecution’s “evidence” 
was from depositions from the cops who 
are involved in a $7 million civil suit against 
their commanding officers, Inspector Jul¬ 
ian and Captain Sullivan, and also the city 
of New York. Officers Hernandez, Marron 
and Flynn contend that they were led into 
a dangerous situation by Julian. 

Some of the other officers who took 
the stand seem to be better at acting 
than they are at being cops. Officer 
Flynn broke into tears on the stand 
about not being able to have sex, or 
watch TV [is there some weird connec¬ 
tion here?] because of the injuries he 
sustained after being hit on the head 
with a flying bottle. He also claimed that 
his wife had received threatening phone 
calls that were traced to a phone booth 
in TSP, and that he was followed home 
by someone from the park who tried to 
strangle and stab him. Under cross ex¬ 
amination it came out that Flynn had 
previously been threatened by someone 
involved with a drug case that he was 
looking into, yet Flynn still claims that it 
was someone from the park who fol¬ 
lowed him home. 

While the testimony of the police was 
so damning but at the same time so 


the prosecution into context. 

HAYMARKET HISTORY 

To place the MayDay 29 trial into a his¬ 
torical perspective, it’s interesting to take 
a look at events that took place around 
May 1, 1886, the first MayDay pro¬ 
test/celebration. Although the political 
surroundings are different and the issues 
vary, the way that the state acted in at¬ 
tempting to suppress a movement by 
framing some people that the police see as 
dangerous organizers is very similar. 

The movement for an eight-hour 
working day had been growing. On May 
1, tens of thousands of workers went on 
strike across the nation. In Chicago, 
where most of the industries were para¬ 
lyzed by the strike, the state militia were 
out and the police were ready. The Mail, 
a Chicago paper asked that Albert Par¬ 
sons and August Spies, the anarchist 
organizers of the International Working 
People’s Association, be watched. 
“Keep them in view,” “Hold them per¬ 
sonally responsible for any trouble,” 
“Make an example of them if trouble 
occurs, ” read The Mail's editorial. 

On May 3-4, a series of events took 
place which were to put Parsons and 
Spies in exactly the position that the 
Mail had suggested. That day, in front of 
the McCormick Harvester Works, where 
strikers and sympathizers fought scabs, 
the police fired into a crowd of strikers 
running from the scene, killing four. This 
action by the police led Spies to the print 
shop to make flyers asking for revenge, 
and calling the “workingmen” to arms! 

A meeting was called for Haymarket 
Square on the evening of May 4 and about 
3,000 people showed up. As the meeting 
was coming to a close, 180 policemen 
shpwed up, advanced on the speaker’s 
platform and ordered the crowd to dis¬ 
perse. The speaker said the meeting was 
almost over. A bomb then exploded in the 
midst of the police, wounding 66 police¬ 
men, of whom seven later died. The police 
fired into the crowd, killing several people, 
and wounding 200. 

With no evidence on who threw the 
bomb, the police arrested eight anarchists 
in Chicago. Illinois law said that anyone 
inciting a murder was guilty of the murder. 
The evidence against the eight anarchists 


pression of the radical movement, the 
long-term effect was to keep alive the 
class anger of many, and to inspire others. 

These tactics are as old as the word 
oppression; even today, over 100 years 
later, the political railroading of organizers 
is alive and well as ever, and the courts are 
continuing to be used as tools to squash 
and intimidate political organizing. 

ANARCHISTS ON TRIAL 

Although no bombs went off on May 
1, 1990, the District Attorney (DA)and 
the police have tried to turn flying bot¬ 
tles into bombs. The movement in and 
around Tompkins Square Park has been 
a very painful thorn in the side of the city 
of New York, and they think by putting 
away activists and terrorizing the com¬ 
munity will ease this pain. The reality is 
that this movement is diverse and not 
lead by a small group of people, and 
therefore is not likely to just disappear. 

Much of the tone of the trial was set in 
the opening statements. Surreal could 
easily be used to describe the quality of 
the trial. 

Defendant Lori Rizzo, while acting in 
her own defense, gave a very strong, 
and personable opening statement. 
Prosecuting attorney Connolly seemed 
to object at every other word. Judge 
Failla, from the very beginning, was 
fighting to silence any of her words 
which hinted to issues like squatting, 
homelessness or anything having to do 
with the nature of the struggle in and 
around Tompkins Square. Lori was pow¬ 
erful in her cross-examination, and 
seemed to get through to the jury, but it 
was clear the DA and judge were out to 
make her attempt very difficult. She con¬ 
tinued to defend herself for about four 
weeks, and then decided to let a lawyer, 
Susan Tipograph, take over. “I decided 
that I had to make a choice about 
whether I was going to get my case 
heard or go to jail,” Lori said. Lori, who 
is one of the more visible activists on the 
Lower East Side, was being charged 
with riot and incitement to riot. The jury 
found Lori not guilty on both counts. 

Kenny, who was charged with the 
same, seemed to be the main course for 
the ravenous DA. He tried to portray 
Kenny as one of the “leaders” who by 


jured knee, Judge Failla insisted that he 
get up and dance! It is impossible to 
truly describe the motions and gyrations 
of Julian's flailing appendages, but one 
thing is certainly clear: cops ain’t got no 
rhythym. Note: Inspector Michael Julian 
is the former Commanding Officer of the 
9th precinct, who came in after the 1988 
riot in a supposed attempt to heal police 
relations with the community 
(ho,ho,ha,ha). 

The focus on Kenny made perfect sense, 
considering that besides being a long¬ 
time community activist he has also filed 
a civil suit against Insp. Julian and Sgt. 
Steve Marron because of the injuries he 
received at the hands of the cops. Kenny 
was found not guilty of riot, but found 
guilty of incitement to riot, a misdemeanor 
charge which Kenny will appeal. 

John, who was also found not guilty 
on all charges was the only defendant 
not arrested the night of May 1. He 
was arrested two weeks later on May 
18, at the first speakout after the riot. 
John was taken in by Officer Jon Licari, 
an undercover cop — officially known 
as an “anti-crime” officer. According to 
Inspector Julian, “anti-crime officers 
are used to prevent bottle-throwing 
and violence.” Surely this comes as a 
great surprise to anyone who has ever 
been harassed, hit or otherwise 
abused by these thugs. 

Ron Kuby, who is representing John, 
kept DA Connolly very busy objecting 
while cross-examining Licari. Kuby’s ques¬ 
tions of “Did you tell John that you were 
going to kill him and throw him in a vacant 
lot or abandoned building?" “Did you take 
a marker and write 'Free the land’ on his 
face?" “Did you punch him?” must have 
posed some questions in the jurors’ minds, 
not to mention the surprised look on Ii- 
cari’s face. John was charged with riot and 
criminal possession of a weapon, (a bottle). 
He was found not guilty on both charges. 

Kuby seemed to have made it clear to 
the jury that the police have very preju¬ 
diced and ignorant views of the defen¬ 
dants and Tompkins Square. While this 
is obvious to many, some may be sur¬ 
prised that Officer Joseph Quinn 
claimed events in the park to have in¬ 
cluded acts of bestiality. Under cross-ex¬ 
amination, however, he admitted that he 
never saw such acts, and in fact he be- 


The look on Connolly’s face was one of 
great confusion; certainly his brother 
had been nowhere near the riot. 

Much of the prosecution’s “evidence” 
was from depositions from the cops who 
are involved in a $7 million civil suit against 
their commanding officers, Inspector Jul¬ 
ian and Captain Sullivan, and also the city 
of New York. Officers Hernandez, Marron 
and Flynn contend that they were led into 
a dangerous situation by Julian. 

Some of the other officers who took 
the stand seem to be better at acting 
than they are at being cops. Officer 
Flynn broke into tears on the stand 
about not being able to have sex, or 
watch TV [is there some weird connec¬ 
tion here?] because of the injuries he 
sustained after being hit on the head 
with a flying bottle. He also claimed that 
his wife had received threatening phone 
calls that were traced to a phone booth 
in TSP, and that he was followed home 
by someone from the park who tried to 
strangle and stab him. Under cross ex¬ 
amination it came out that Flynn had 
previously been threatened by someone 
involved with a drug case that he was 
looking into, yet Flynn still claims that it 
was someone from the park who fol¬ 
lowed him home. 

While the testimony of the police was 
so damning but at the same time so 
ridiculous, the jury was able to see 
through most of the bullshit. Connolly 
was mistaken by thinking he could get 
away with treating the jury as though 
they had little intelligence. Perhaps he 
thought that like millions of other Ameri¬ 
cans they too believed the many “Cops 
are our heroes and protectors” TV 
shows filling the airwaves. One would 
also think that he would have at least 
brought in one civilian witness. 

This trial has been a very effective but 
unpleasant way of learning about the 
way the legal system of the US works, 
and how efficiently the legal system can 
be manipulated by the state. As Kenny 
said, “Even before they read you your 
rights don’t say a word, it’s all bullshit, 
you don’t have any rights." ★ 

For more information contact: 

Mayday 29 Defense Committee 
228 East 10th St #24 

New York, NY 10003 
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Reproductive Freedom in Everyday Life 


by Liz A. Highleyman 
OR MUCH OF THE PAST DECADE, 
our reproductive rights have been 
threatened. Right-wing religious 
groups and conservative politicians are 
more and more eroding the right of 
women to control their bodies and their 
lives. The legal climate surrounding 
abortion is increasingly frightening. Last 
year Congress failed to override George 
Bush's veto of a law to overturn the “gag 
rule.” This rule forbids counsellors at 
publicly funded health services to men¬ 
tion abortion as a pregnancy option, or 
to refer women to abortion providers.^ 
Fortunately, many clinics and counsel¬ 
lors are committed to providing full 
health information despite this law. 

The legal attack on abortion rights in¬ 
tensified in July 1989 when the Supreme 
Court, in its Webster decision, gave the 
states increased power to limit the avail¬ 
ability of abortion. Several restrictive laws 
were passed in the wake of this decision 
in places such as Louisiana, Guam, and 
Pennsylvania. The Pennsylvania law, 
which was upheld by a state court, re¬ 
quires that a woman must wait 24 hours 
after requesting an abortion before she 
can proceed, during which time she will 
be given state-provided information about 
fetal development and alternatives to 
abortion. The law also requires parental 
consent for women under 18 (the state 
court overturned a provision that would 
have required a woman to obtain her 
spouse’s consent). The Supreme Court de¬ 
cided in late January that it would hear an 
appeal of the Pennsylvania law, and many 
people on both the pro-choice and the 
anti-abortion sides believe that this case 
may lead to the repeal of Roe v. Wade, the 
1973 decision that legalized abortion dur¬ 
ing the first two trimesters of pregnancy. 
The hearings on this case are due to occur 
in April, with a decision expected by July. 

Although some libertarian-minded peo¬ 
ple believe that it is better for states to 
make laws than the federal government 
(since this is a less centralized strategy and 
theoretically allows for more democratic 
input), it is dangerous to rely on the gov¬ 
ernment at any level. While the majority of 


to protect reproductive freedom that do 
not depend on the state. Reproductive 
rights are too important to be left to the 
whims of the government. Radicals have 
been saying this for a long time, but 
increasingly even liberals and the main¬ 
stream are interested in finding ways for 
women to take control of their own lives. 

Anarchist programs for social change 


emphasize self-help, mutual aid, and the 
development of institutions that can meet 
people’s needs free of governmental, relig¬ 
ious, or corporate control. Since long be¬ 
fore Roe v. Wade, women have been 
developing strategies to assure their ac¬ 
cess to contraception and abortion. It is 
vital that today’s pro-choice activists learn 
from and build upon these strategies. 

One important area of action is to re¬ 
build the network of feminist women’s 


again made illegal. Despite the real hor¬ 
ror stories about “back alley” abortions, 
there is no necessary connection be¬ 
tween safety and legality. 

A more immediate step, which can be 
taken if abortion is made illegal in some 
states and not others, is to establish an 
"underground railroad” to assist women 
who must travel to another state, pro¬ 


viding travel assistance and a safe place 
to stay as well as support and counsel¬ 
ing. Such services are needed today to 
help women who must travel from rural 
areas to major cities in order to find clin¬ 
ics that do abortions, and for young 
women who may need help negotiating 
the court system in order to bypass pa¬ 
rental consent laws. 

ALTERNATIVE ABORTION METHODS 


acupressure, fasting, and hot baths. Vi¬ 
tamin C in large doses (up to six grams 
a day) has also been reported to be ef¬ 
fective. Many other more dangerous 
methods exist in the folklore that has 
passed from woman to woman, methods 
used by desperate women in the days 
before Roe V. Wade. These include lifting 
heavy objects, jumping from heights, 
and the infamous coat-hanger and knit¬ 
ting needle. These dangerous tech¬ 
niques will hopefully not become 
necessary if activists are successful in 
their grassroots efforts to spread infor¬ 
mation about safe and more effective 
abortion alternatives, and develop ways 
to them available to all women. 

Activists can also work in setting up 
independent non-governmental channels 
for the research, production and distribu¬ 
tion of new contraceptives and abortifa- 
cients such as RU-486. RU-486 is a 
progesterone antagonist pill that causes 
the fertilized egg to be expelled from the 
uterus when used between four and six 
weeks of pregnancy. RU-486 is unavail¬ 
able to women in the US, largely due to 
boycott threats by anti-abortionists and 
the fear of liability lawsuits. Reproductive 
rights activists can build on the experi¬ 
ence of AIDS activists, who have circum¬ 
vented the federal drug approval process 
and the pharmaceutical industry by 
means of Community Research Initia¬ 
tives, underground distribution networks, 
"buyer’s clubs” that purchase drugs over¬ 
seas, and the use of alternative methods 
that are not accepted by the medical estab¬ 
lishment. We could create "Feminist Re¬ 
search Initiatives” to compile the 
information and experiences of women 
practicing alternative contraception and 
abortion methods, and establish under¬ 
ground channels to widely disseminate 
this information. 

ANARCHIST PRO-CHOICE ACTIVISM 

The state and the church cannot be al¬ 
lowed to take away a woman’s right to 
make the most fundamental personal de¬ 
cisions such as whether or not to bear a 
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were passed in the wake of this decision 
in places such as Louisiana, Guam, and 
Pennsylvania. The Pennsylvania law, 
which was upheld by a state court, re¬ 
quires that a woman must wait 24 hours 
after requesting an abortion before she 
can proceed, during which time she will 
be given state-provided information about 
fetal development and alternatives to 
abortion. The law also requires parental 
consent for women under 18 (the state 
court overturned a provision that would 
have required a woman to obtain her 
spouse’s consent). The Supreme Court de¬ 
cided in late January that it would hear an 
appeal of the Pennsylvania law, and many 
people on both the pro-choice and the 
anti-abortion sides believe that this case 
may lead to the repeal of Roe v. Wade, the 
1973 decision that legalized abortion dur¬ 
ing the first two trimesters of pregnancy. 
The hearings on this case are due to occur 
in April, with a decision expected by July. 

Although some libertarian-minded peo¬ 
ple believe that it is better for states to 
make laws than the federal government 
(since this is a less centralized strategy and 
theoretically allows for more democratic 
input), it is dangerous to rely on the gov¬ 
ernment at any level. While the majority of 
the US population supports a woman’s 
right to choose abortion (65% of women 
and 63% of men according to a recent 
Gallup poll), legislators, being mostly rich, 
old, conservative white men, consistently 
ignore what most of the population wants. 
The Supreme Court is electorally account¬ 
able to no one, and has become increas¬ 
ingly reactionary as Reagan and Bush have 
added their nominees. It is unclear how the 
current court will vote on upcoming abor¬ 
tion cases, but it is certain that the previous 
strong and stable majority in favor of repro¬ 
ductive rights is gone. 

The attack on reproductive rights has 
not been limited to the legal arena. Groups 
such as Operation Rescue (OR) have esca¬ 
lated their tactics of blocking access to 
women’s health clinics and harassing 
women attempting to obtain abortions. 
Strong clinic defense movements exist in 
cities such as San Francisco, New York, 
and Boston; consequently OR has tended 
to shift its focus to smaller, more conser¬ 
vative areas where they have less opposi¬ 
tion. Last year a federal court essentially 
ruled in favor of OR’s tactics by failing to 
prohibit OR from blocking clinics in 
Wichita, Kansas. 

The current effort to restrict reproduc¬ 
tive ricrhts is nart of the conservative 


emphasize self-help, mutual aid, and the 
development of institutions that can meet 
people’s needs free of governmental, relig¬ 
ious, or corporate control. Since long be¬ 
fore Roe v. Wade, women have been 
developing strategies to assure their ac¬ 
cess to contraception and abortion. It is 
vital that today’s pro-choice activists learn 
from and build upon these strategies. 

One important area of action is to re¬ 
build the network of feminist women’s 
health and reproductive resources that 
existed in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s. 
Tragically, when abortion was legalized in 
1973, many people began to take repro¬ 
ductive rights for granted, and put their 
faith in the state and the medical estab¬ 
lishment, allowing grassroots efforts to 
whither and die. Luckily, some of the 
women who were part of the earlier ef¬ 
forts are still around, like the Federation of 
Feminist Women’s Health Centers in Cali¬ 
fornia, and they are making their knowl¬ 
edge and resources available to today’s 
activists. Many of today’s health workers 
and clinic staffers are dedicated to repro¬ 
ductive freedom and will try to continue tp 
provide services even if they are against 
the law. More self-help collectives are 
forming, in which small groups of women 
meet regularly to learn about their bodies 
and their health, learn to do vaginal self- 
examination, provide mutual support, and 
in some cases learn and practice men¬ 
strual extraction. 

Menstrual extraction is a technique de¬ 
veloped by self-helpers in 1971. It involves 
using simple tools (a syringe, mason jar, 
valve, tubing, and canula) to extract the 
contents of the uterus. It can be used as a 
simple method of early abortion (up to the 
fifth week), or on a regular basis to extract 


viding travel assistance and a safe place 
to stay as well as support and counsel¬ 
ing. Such services are needed today to 
help women who must travel from rural 
areas to major cities in order to find clin¬ 
ics that do abortions, and for young 
women who may need help negotiating 
the court system in order to bypass pa¬ 
rental consent laws. 

ALTERNATIVE ABORTION METHODS 

Another avenue for grassroots activ¬ 
ists is to explore and reclaim knowledge 
of alternatives to surgical abortion. 
Many of these alternatives involve 
herbal and holistic methods. Through¬ 
out the ages women have used these 
methods to control their fertility and re¬ 
production. It is only is the last century, 
as part of an effort to repress sexuality 
(especially women’s sexuality) and to 
regulate and medicalize health care, 
that abortion has come under the control 
of the medical and legal establishment. 
We are fortunate that the knowledge of 
alternative methods of contraception 
and abortion has been kept alive by 
women in Native American and immi¬ 
grant communities where Western 
medicine has not taken hold, and that it 
is being reclaimed by midwives, witches 
and herbal healers. 

Although herbal methods have been 
used for millennia to induce abortions, 
they should not be used casually since 
they can be very dangerous, even fatal, if 
used improperly. Knowledge of herbal 
methods is difficult to come by today. 
Many herbalists have written books, but 
unfortunately many of the resources that 
exist are incomplete or contradictory. Sev- 


progesterone antagonist pill that causes 
the fertilized egg to be expelled from the 
uterus when used between four and six 
weeks of pregnancy. RU-486 is unavail¬ 
able to women in the US, largely due to 
boycott threats by anti-abortionists and 
the fear of liability lawsuits. Reproductive 
rights activists can build on the experi¬ 
ence of AIDS activists, who have circum¬ 
vented the federal drug approval process 
and the pharmaceutical industry by 
means of Community Research Initia¬ 
tives, underground distribution networks, 
“buyer’s clubs” that purchase drugs over¬ 
seas, and the use of alternative methods 
that are not accepted by the medical estab¬ 
lishment. We could create "Feminist Re¬ 
search Initiatives" to compile the 
information and experiences of women 
practicing alternative contraception and 
abortion methods, and establish under¬ 
ground channels to widely disseminate 
this information. 

ANARCHIST PRO-CHOICE ACTIVISM 

The state and the church cannot be al¬ 
lowed to take away a woman’s right to 
make the most fundamental personal de¬ 
cisions such as whether or not to bear a 
child. Now is the time to intensify the proc¬ 
ess of education and organization in order 
to insure that reproductive choice is a real¬ 
ity for all women, regardless of the law. 

The anarchist movement can play a part 
in this education and organization. At the 
Love and Rage Network conference this 
summer, several women began to organ¬ 
ize an anarcha-feminist health tour. One 
emphasis of the tour will be reproductive 
health, and includes encouraging women 
to learn about their own bodies and men¬ 
strual cycles. Another focus will be on 
developing anarchist and feminist grass¬ 
roots activism. 

Anarchists have a role to play in encour¬ 
aging liberal and mainstream pro-choice 
activists to begin thinking about self-help 
strategies for maintaining and strength¬ 
ening reproductive rights rather than re¬ 
lying in legal and governmental means. 
The National Organization for Women 
(NOW) plans to hold march for reproduc¬ 
tive rights in Washington, DC this coming 
April — this will be the third such march 
in recent years. The Love and Rage Net¬ 
work is planning an anarchist contingent 
for this march, and encourages all inter¬ 
ested anarchists and anti-authoritarians 
to take part. While we realize that appeal¬ 
ing to politicians has little effect, we can 



the US population supports a woman’s 
right to choose abortion (65% of women 
and 63% of men according to a recent 
Gallup poll), legislators, being mostly rich, 
old, conservative white men, consistently 
ignore what most of the population wants. 
The Supreme Court is electorally account¬ 
able to no one, and has become increas¬ 
ingly reactionary as Reagan and Bush have 
added their nominees. It is unclear how the 
current court will vote on upcoming abor¬ 
tion cases, but it is certain that the previous 
strong and stable majority in favor of repro¬ 
ductive rights is gone. 

The attack on reproductive rights has 
not been limited to the legal arena. Groups 
such as Operation Rescue (OR) have esca¬ 
lated their tactics of blocking access to 
women’s health clinics and harassing 
women attempting to obtain abortions. 
Strong clinic defense movements exist in 
cities such as San Francisco, New York, 
and Boston; consequently OR has tended 
to shift its focus to smaller, more conser¬ 
vative areas where they have less opposi¬ 
tion. Last year a federal court essentially 
ruled in favor of OR’s tactics by failing to 
prohibit OR from blocking clinics in 
Wichita, Kansas. 

The current effort to restrict reproduc¬ 
tive rights is part of the conservative 
program to force women back into tradi¬ 
tional roles and impose a narrow defini¬ 
tion of morality. In today’s worsening 
economic climate, reactionaries are 
gaining strength by blaming the coun¬ 
try’s problems on people of color, femi¬ 
nists, “liberals,” and all those who have 
attempted to change the patriarchal and 
oligarchical status quo. Those who wish 
to prohibit abortion deny women’s 
status as responsible moral agents ca¬ 
pable of making their own decisions. Re¬ 
productive freedom is a crucial part of 
the right to economic and sexual free¬ 
dom. It is important to look at the attack 
on abortion rights as part of an overall 
program of reaction that must be fought 
on all fronts. 

GRASSROOTS STRATEGIES ARE NEEDED 

Given the dismal legislative situation 
and the government and police support 
(whether active or passive) of anti-abor- 
tionists, more and more people are ac¬ 
knowledging the need to develop ways 


health and reproductive resources that 
existed in the late 1960's and early 1970’s. 
Tragically, when abortion was legalized in 
1973, many people began to take repro¬ 
ductive rights for granted, and put their 
faith in the state and the medical estab¬ 
lishment, allowing grassroots efforts to 
whither and die. Luckily, same of the 
women who were part of the earlier ef¬ 
forts are still around, like the Federation of 
Feminist Women's Health Centers in Cali¬ 
fornia, and they are making their knowl¬ 
edge and resources available to today’s 
activists. Many of today’s health workers 
and clinic staffers are dedicated to repro¬ 
ductive freedom and will try to continue tp 
provide services even if they are against 
the law. More self-help collectives are 
forming, in which small groups of women 
meet regularly to learn about their bodies 
and their health, learn to do vaginal self- 
examination, provide mutual support, and 
in some cases learn and practice men¬ 
strual extraction. 

Menstrual extraction is a technique de¬ 
veloped by self-helpers in 1971. It involves 
using simple tools (a syringe, mason jar, 
valve, tubing, and canula) to extract the 
contents of the uterus. It can be used as a 
simple method of early abortion (up to the 
fifth week), or on a regular basis to extract 
menstrual fluid (to shorten the period and 
reduce cramps). Menstrual extraction is 
similar to the most common form of clinical 
abortion, the vacuum aspiration (suction) 
method. In the early stages of pregnancy 
this is a simple procedure that requires no 
incisions or general anaesthesia. Women 
trained to do menstrual extraction could 
perform suction abortions for more ad¬ 
vanced pregnancies, although these re¬ 
quire more cervical dilation and a stronger 
equipment (a suction pump) than for a 
menstrual extraction. 

Underground abortions were per¬ 
formed by a group in Chicago called the 
41 Jane Collective” in the early 1970’s. In 
is early days “Jane” used the services of 
sympathetic doctors, but women in the 
collective learned to perform abortions 
themselves after they became aware 
that one of their “doctors” was not li¬ 
censed. The collective operated under 
conditions of strict secrecy due to the 
threat of arrests for homicide. “Jane” is 
a good model for the type of services 
that activists might provide if abortion is 
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Another avenue for grassroots activ¬ 
ists is to explore and reclaim knowledge 
of alternatives to surgical abortion. 
Many of these alternatives involve 
herbal and holistic methods. Through¬ 
out the ages women have used these 
methods to control their fertility and re¬ 
production. It is only is the last century, 
as part of an effort to repress sexuality 
(especially women’s sexuality) and to 
regulate and medicalize health care, 
that abortion has come under the control 
of the medical and legal establishment. 
We are fortunate that the knowledge of 
alternative methods of contraception 
and abortion has been kept alive by 
women in Native American and immi¬ 
grant communities where Western 
medicine has not taken hold, and that it 
is being reclaimed by midwives, witches 
and herbal healers. 

Although herbal methods have been 
used for millennia to induce abortions, 
they should not be used casually since 
they can be very dangerous, even fatal, if 
used improperly. Knowledge of herbal 
methods is difficult to come by today. 
Many herbalists have written books, but 
unfortunately many of the resources that 
exist are incomplete or contradictory. Sev¬ 
eral anarchist and feminist women’s self- 
help groups have taken on the project of 
collecting and distributing information 
about herbal abortion, and some groups 
are carrying out independent research to 
expand our knowledge of the effects and 
reliability of these methods. Pennyroyal, 
mugwort, and black and blue cohosh are 
the herbs most often recommended to 
induce early abortion. Cotton root bark, 
rue, parsley, tansey, and yarrow are 
among the many other herbs commonly 
mentioned for bringing on menstruation 
or causing abortion, 'traditional Chinese 
medicine uses Compound Q (tricl*osan- 
thin). It is important to work with an expe¬ 
rienced practitioner if you are interested in 
alternative abortion methods. Herbalists 
can sometimes be contacted through 
feminist bookstores or spiritual/occult 
stores. Many herbs are available at health 
food and spiritual stores, although they 
may become illegal as certain herbs be¬ 
come known as abortion methods. 

Other possible alternative abortion 
techniques include acupuncture and 


child. Now is the time to intensify the proc¬ 
ess of education and organization in order 
to insure that reproductive choice is a real¬ 
ity for all women, regardless of the law. 

The anarchist movement can play a part 
in this education and organization. At the 
Love and Rage Network conference this 
summer several women began to organ¬ 
ize an anarcha-feminist health tour. One 
emphasis of the tour will be reproductive 
health, and includes encouraging women 
to learn about their own bodies and men¬ 
strual cycles. Another focus will be on 
developing anarchist and feminist grass¬ 
roots activism. 

Anarchists have a role to play in encour¬ 
aging liberal and mainstream pro-choice 
activists to begin thinking about self-help 
strategies for maintaining and strength¬ 
ening reproductive rights rather than re¬ 
lying in legal and governmental means. 
The National Organization for Women 
(NOW) plans to hold march for reproduc¬ 
tive rights in Washington, DC this coming 
April — this will be the third such march 
in recent years. The Love and Rage Net¬ 
work is planning an anarchist contingent 
for this march, and encourages all inter¬ 
ested anarchists and anti-authoritarians 
to take part. While we realize that appeal¬ 
ing to politicians has little effect, we can 
perhaps influence other pro-choice activ¬ 
ists by presenting the demand for repro¬ 
ductive freedom from a more radical 
perspective. 

Operation Rescue plans to attempt to 
shut down all abortion clinics in New 
York City during the Democratic Na¬ 
tional Convention this July. Women’s 
Health Action and Mobilization 
(WHAM), a radical feminist health 
group, is organizing large-scale counter¬ 
demonstrations and clinic escorting. 
This is another opportunity for anar¬ 
chists to take part in pro-choice activ¬ 
ism, and the Democratic political circus 
is a perfect opportunity to make our ar¬ 
guments in favor of grassroots, non-gov¬ 
ernmental, non-legislative strategies. 

The day when abortion is again 
made illegal may come sooner than 
we like to think, We must be ready to 
take our bodies and our lives into our 
own hands. 


(Continued on page 10) 
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MACHISMO IN MEXICO 

A Score t o S e t t Ie 


by Ana L. Hernandez (From Mexico) 
HEN ONE SPEAKS OF SEXISM, 
patriarchy, machismo, repro¬ 
ductive rights, the emancipa¬ 
tion of women and their actual situation, 
there comes to mind an infinity of arti¬ 
cles, pamphlets, theses, discourses, de¬ 
bates and talks that this subject has 
generated, developed from all the ideo¬ 
logical points of view that exist. 

This article is written with an anar- 
chafeminist focus and is centered on these 
issues, coming from the experience of liv¬ 
ing in a beautiful and macho Mexico. 

To begin with, we should keep in mind 
that there are subjects that are taboo in 
Mexican society and in the alternative 
movement as well; words like sexism, 
homophobia, patriarchy, among others, 
are not universally part of the language, 
are not argued about, nor are they ap¬ 
plied in everyday practice. 

Unfortunately, in the sectors where 
there is supposedly interest in changing 
the situation of human beings there ex¬ 
ists little if no in-depth discussion, indis¬ 
pensable for real change in the society 
that we criticize and for the rise of the 
new society that we are seeking. 

One of the principal causes of this 
blindness is the institutionalized ma¬ 
chismo that throughout history has 
taken root in our minds and manifests 
itself in every moment of our lives. 

We live in a patriarchal society that 
extends far and wide around the planet, 
in whichever part of the world (on a 
large or small scale) the authority of the 
“male” makes its mark on the rest of the 
planet’s living beings. 

If we go back to the history of Latin 
America we would find that in the pre- 
spanish native societies machismo was 
already manifested (evident) in the 
treatment of women who were rele¬ 
gated to an inferior plane. To this wrong 
was added the lamentable successive 
histories we have lived beginning with 
the Spanish invasion and contributing to 


produced their respective patriarchal 
patrons and committed bloody geno¬ 
cide. The first Spanish invaders were 
men whereas the English invaders im¬ 
migrated in whole colonies. The Spanish 
not only needed the Native populations 
to be utilized for the exploitation of their 
resources but also the native women, 
who were exploited and used by the 
invaders, converting in this manner 
Spanish America to Mestiza (half span¬ 
ish/native)-while North America was 
converted to “white." 

The violation and abuse of women, added 
to the subjugation of the natives and the 
impotence against the invader, provoked 
the discrimination and the rejection of 
women on the part of the men of their own 
communities. Women doubly put down. 

With the war for independence (1810), 
emancipation and liberation did not 
come about. The only thing produced 
was a break with the Spanish Crown 
where the Creoles (the sons and daugh¬ 
ters of the Spanish bom in the colonies) 
and the clergy of the ex-colony assumed 
political and administrative power, in¬ 
heriting the patriarchal values and tak¬ 
ing charge of maintaining them in the 
newborn nation. Women, mestizos and 
natives stayed subordinate to the new 
dominant class, under the same condi¬ 
tions: humiliated, poor and dispos¬ 
sessed. It wasn’t until 100 years later, 
with the eruption of the Revolution 
(1910) when all the humiliated and dis¬ 
possessed empowered themselves and 
took part in the fight for their rights. 

It is because of this that the participa¬ 
tion of women played such an important 
role in the revolutionary struggle of the 
Mexican insurrection. However, the su¬ 
perlative machismo and the tendency 


“El Charro." The stereotype that repre¬ 
sents the maximum exponent of sexism. 
Paradoxically it appears associated with 
the image of the combatant “revolution¬ 
ary”; the violent man, with a large som¬ 
brero, pistols, drunken and with lots of 
women at his disposal. 

Similar situations are produced 
throughout Latin America and we find 
homologies of El Charro in everyone of 
their countries; for example the 
“Gaucho" of Argentina. 

In the Mexico of today, the situation has¬ 
n’t changed, the control and oppression of 
women is evident at every stage of our 
lives. Domestic violence, sexual violations, 
prostitution are everyday occurrences that 
demonstrate this. A concrete example of 
how the government, the church and the 
institutions that are in power control our 
bodies is the illegality of abortion. The 
church and “pro-life” terrorists groups are 
the principal obstacle to the legalizing of 
abortion. The PRI (Institutional Revolution¬ 
ary Party) dictatorship doesn’t cede be¬ 
cause of the pressure of economic groups 
that support the position of the Church. 
However, within the Mexican feminist 
movement and in the program of organiza¬ 
tions like the Academy for Human Rights, 
you’d suppose you would find positions 
favoring the control of our lives, but they 
trip up with attitudes that better said ap¬ 
pear to curtail our rights, instead of de¬ 
manding them. The position of the 
Academy for Human Rights is more cen¬ 
tered on the depenalization of abortion 
(arguing that the illegality of abortion is 
used by the police to extort money from 
women who have or perform one and that 
in practice it isn’t really penalized) instead 
of making amends with the fundamental 
fact: we have the inalienable right over our 



in our everyday lives, impeding the real 
advance of our ideas. The recent experi¬ 
ences lived by the women attending the 
Anarchist Gathering that took place in 
Ocotepec, Mexico is further proof of how 
these attitudes exist in places where we 
suppose they do not exist. 

To begin with, the attendance of 
women in relation to the total participa¬ 
tion was minimal; as always the care of 
children, the cleaning and cooking were 
“attended” by women (and nobody paid 
attention to these details): women’s is¬ 
sues were never included as a part of the 
program and when the issue came up at 
one of the work tables (table #2 — dis¬ 
cussing “Culture, Organization and 
Education”) the majority of the men did 
not permit the development of an in-de¬ 
pth discussion despite the protest and 
effort that we made to continue such a 
discussion. The conclusions were the 
same as always: “Yes we support you, 
but this is not the right time," “form 
another work table ” (as if machismo and 
sexism were problems of women and 
not everyone’s). The discussion was 
relegated to a future meeting and the 
formation of a women’s study group. 
Fortunately the meeting and the form¬ 
ing of a study group took place and fu¬ 
ture meetings are planned, which is 
advantageous to our growing and for¬ 
mation but our efforts to gain our rights 
and our emancipation shouldn’t end 
here, we should be more combatant and 
face this oppression. 

Patriarchy is a global wrong that op¬ 
presses all of us (whites, African, Native, 
etc.) in every part of the world, it’s be¬ 
cause of this that we need to be in soli¬ 
darity in our struggle and we should 
educate and create a consciousness in 
our male comrades that it is a problem 
for all us; that they have a responsibility 
to change their attitudes and to smash 
patriarchy once and for all. ★ 
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plied in everyday practice. 

Unfortunately, in the sectors where 
there is supposedly interest in changing 
the situation of human beings there ex¬ 
ists little if no in-depth discussion, indis¬ 
pensable for real change in the society 
that we criticize and for the rise of the 
new society that we are seeking. 

One of the principal causes of this 
blindness is the institutionalized ma¬ 
chismo that throughout history has 
taken root in our minds and manifests 
itself in every moment of our lives. 

We live in a patriarchal society that 
extends far and wide around the planet, 
in whichever part of the world (on a 
large or small scale) the authority of the 
“male” makes its mark on the rest of the 
planet’s living beings. 

If we go back to the history of Latin 
America we would find that in the pre- 
spanish native societies machismo was 
already manifested (evident) in the 
treatment of women who were rele¬ 
gated to an inferior plane. To this wrong 
was added the lamentable successive 
histories we have lived beginning with 
the Spanish invasion and contributing to 
a sharpening of the machismo and mi¬ 
sogyny were these facts. 

In the conquest of the Aztec people 
(excellent fighters, ruled and controlled 
by fighting chiefs and priests with an 
emperor at the helm chosen by divine 
mandate) the idea of losing and being 
conquered by the invaders was unac¬ 
ceptable and here is where one of the 
strongest misogynist conceptions arose 
that permeates Mexican society; they 
blame Malinche (guide and translator of 
Hern&n Cort6s) — considered the traitor 
woman — for the downfall of the impe¬ 
rial Aztec nation. There are events that 
explain the different attitudes of Latin 
American and North American (US and 
Canada) societies towards women. 
Many invaders (Spanish and English) re- 
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impotence against the invader, provoked 
the discrimination and the rejection of 
women on the part of the men of their own 
communities. Women doubly put down. 

With the war for independence (1810), 
emancipation and liberation did not 
come about. The only thing produced 
was a break with the Spanish Crown 
where the Creoles (the sons and daugh¬ 
ters of the Spanish bom in the colonies) 
and the clergy of the ex-colony assumed 
political and administrative power, in¬ 
heriting the patriarchal values and tak¬ 
ing charge of maintaining them in the 
newborn nation. Women, mestizos and 
natives stayed subordinate to the new 
dominant class, under the same condi¬ 
tions: humiliated, poor and dispos¬ 
sessed. It wasn’t until 100 years later, 
with the eruption of the Revolution 
(1910) when all the humiliated and dis¬ 
possessed empowered themselves and 
took part in the fight for their rights. 

It is because of this that the participa¬ 
tion of women played such an important 
role in the revolutionary struggle of the 
Mexican insurrection. However, the su¬ 
perlative machismo and the tendency 
towards hierarchy of the leaders rele¬ 
gated the role of women to that of the 
Adelitas — women who participated in 
the armed struggle, called derogatorily, 
“camp followers.” Their heroinism was 
recognized only as the wife or self-deny¬ 
ing and self-sacrificing women who 
stood by her man at every moment, fol¬ 
lowing him even into battle. As a result 
of this “revolution” a real emancipation 
that would give way to a liberated soci¬ 
ety wasn’t gained, but lamentably old 
values triumphed masked as revolution¬ 
ary ideas and not the anarchist ideas and 
libertarian program that was strongly 
rooted in the revolutionary movement. 
In those times of “revolutionary” strug¬ 
gle a personage surfaces that is inti¬ 
mately related to Mexican machismo: 
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lives. Domestic violence, sexual violations, 
prostitution are everyday occurrences that 
demonstrate this. A concrete example of 
how the government, the church and the 
institutions that are in power control our 
bodies is the illegality of abortion. The 
church and “pro-life” terrorists groups are 
the principal obstacle to the legalizing of 
abortion. The PRI (Institutional Revolution¬ 
ary Party) dictatorship doesn’t cede be¬ 
cause of the pressure of economic groups 
that support the position of the Church. 
However, within the Mexican feminist 
movement and in the program of organiza¬ 
tions like the Academy for Human Rights, 
you’d suppose you would find positions 
favoring the control of our lives, but they 
trip up with attitudes that better said ap¬ 
pear to curtail our rights, instead of de¬ 
manding them. The position of the 
Academy for Human Rights is more cen¬ 
tered on the depenalization of abortion 
(arguing that the illegality of abortion is 
used by the police to extort money from 
women who have or perform one and that 
in practice it isn’t really penalized) instead 
of making amends with the fundamental 
fact: we have the inalienable right over our 
bodies and lives. Another example of how 
this right is dealt with in a mistaken way is 
in the conclusions that the noted “femi¬ 
nist” Martha Lamas arrives at in an article 
published in the magazine Este Pais (This 
Country) last November 12, where she 
calls for a referendum on the right to an 
abortion. Would someone question a refer¬ 
endum on the right to walk or the right to 
breathe? Equally, the right to choose and 
the right to control our bodies is unques¬ 
tionably ours, and neither the state, the 
church, any patriarchal institution and in 
particular no man can deny or regulate us. 

As I mentioned at the beginning of this 
article, ominous patriarchal values prevail 
even in the alternative community. 

We haven’t been able to eradicate all 
these wrongs that continue to oppress us 
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discussion. The conclusions were the 
same as always: “Yes we support you, 
but this is not the right time," “form 
another work table” (as if machismo and 
sexism were problems of women and 
not everyone's). The discussion was 
relegated to a future meeting and the 
formation of a women’s study group. 
Fortunately the meeting and the form¬ 
ing of a study group took place and fu¬ 
ture meetings are planned, which is 
advantageous to our growing and for¬ 
mation but our efforts to gain our rights 
and our emancipation shouldn’t end 
here, we should be more combatant and 
face this oppression. 

Patriarchy is a global wrong that op¬ 
presses all of us (whites, African, Native, 
etc.) in every part of the world, it’s be¬ 
cause of this that we need to be in soli¬ 
darity in our struggle and we should 
educate and create a consciousness in 
our male comrades that it is a problem 
for all us; that they have a responsibility 
to change their attitudes and to smash 
patriarchy once and for all. ★ 
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Ugly Fringe Groups Get Outta Hand 


BY Kedzie Throop 
N UNUSUAL GATHERING 
in Chicago of self styled 
“medical professionals” 
turned ugly last June 24 
(1991 )when a militant heterosex¬ 
ual group seized twenty-seven 


ment," clad in gang colors of 
blue and black (“officers” 
wear white and black), and 
armed with handguns, 
donned rubber gloves as a 
symbol of their belief that only 


According to witness, some 
people simply struggled to 
break free, while others de¬ 
fended themselves powerfully 
against their attackers. News 
organizations sympathetic 


told us what their agenda was 
— queers in the closet, no 
healthcare for poor people, 
straight white men in charge of 
all kinds of decisions for other 
people — we started challeng¬ 


ing with AIDS when a character 
known as the Vice President of 
the United States of America 
mounted the stage, shouted her 
down and began speaking loudly 
about denying healthcare to 
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a sharpening of the machismo and mi¬ 
sogyny were these facts. 

In the conquest of the Aztec people 
(excellent fighters, ruled and controlled 
by fighting chiefs and priests with an 
emperor at the helm chosen by divine 
mandate) the idea of losing and being 
conquered by the invaders was unac¬ 
ceptable and here is where one of the 
strongest misogynist conceptions arose 
that permeates Mexican society; they 
blame Malinche (guide and translator of 
Herndn Cort6s) — considered the traitor 
woman — for the downfall of the impe¬ 
rial Aztec nation. There are events that 
explain the different attitudes of Latin 
American and North American (US and 
Canada) societies towards women. 
Many invaders (Spanish and English) re- 


perlative machismo and the tendency 
towards hierarchy of the leaders rele¬ 
gated the role of women to that of the 
Adelitas — women who participated in 
the armed .struggle, called derogatorily, 
“camp followers.” Their heroinism was 
recognized only as the wife or self-deny¬ 
ing and self-sacrificing women who 
stood by her man at every moment, fol¬ 
lowing him even into battle. As a result 
of this “revolution” a real emancipation 
that would give way to a liberated soci¬ 
ety wasn't gained, but lamentably old 
values triumphed masked as revolution¬ 
ary ideas and not the anarchist ideas and 
libertarian program that was strongly 
rooted in the revolutionary movement. 
In those times of “revolutionary” strug¬ 
gle a personage surfaces that is inti¬ 
mately related to Mexican machismo: 


fact: we have the inalienable right over our 
bodies and lives. Another example of how 
this right is dealt with in a mistaken way is 
in the conclusions that the noted “femi¬ 
nist" Martha Lamas arrives at in an article 
published in the magazine Este Pais (This 
Country) last November 12, where she 
calls for a referendum on the right to an 
abortion. Would someone question a refer¬ 
endum on the right to walk or the right to 
breathe? Equally, the right to choose and 
the right to control our bodies is unques¬ 
tionably ours, and neither the state, the 
church, any patriarchal institution and in 
particular no man can deny or regulate us. 

As I mentioned at the beginning of this 
article, ominous patriarchal values prevail 
even in the alternative community. 

We haven’t been able to eradicate all 
these wrongs that continue to oppress us 
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Ugly Fringe Groups Get Outta Hand 


BY Kedzie Throop 
N UNUSUAL GATHERING 
in Chicago of self styled 
"medical professionals” 
turned ugly last June 24 
(1991 )when a militant heterosex¬ 
ual group seized twenty-seven 
persons, held them several 
hours, and injured many more. 

The group, which calls itself 
“The Chicago Police Department" 
lived up to its name—policing the 
expressions of numerous passers- 
by regarding accessible health¬ 
care, safer sex education and other 
civic matters. 

The “Police Department" had 
gathered in front of the Chicago 
Hilton and Towers hotel, appar¬ 
ently in support of the American 
Medical Association, which was 
meeting there. The AMA is a 
special interest pressure group 
that favors a system whereby 
citizens “pay” for healthcare. 

Citizens have long suspected 
the Hilton as a refuge for the 
wealthy and anti-social. 

Apparently with little provo¬ 
cation, the “Police Depart¬ 


ment," clad in gang colors of 
blue and black (“officers" 
wear white and black), and 
armed with handguns, 
donned rubber gloves as a 
symbol of their belief that only 
non-heterosexuals are HIV 
positive, and that HIV is con¬ 
tagious, not infectious. 

Taunting passersby with 
perceived insults such as 
“dyke” and “faggot," the “Po¬ 
lice” rushed small knots of citi¬ 
zens, seized some, and 
pestered them with questions 
like, “What’s your position on 
the Hyde amendment? Think 
you should see the doctor for 
free, huh? You some kinda 
commie?" the last of which, 
witnesses reported, was so bi¬ 
zarre it defied answer. 

This extraordinary behavior 
quickly turned ugly, however, 
when the “Police" began throw¬ 
ing people to the ground, gang¬ 
ing up on individuals they had 
isolated, and apparently trying to 
injure people deliberately. 


According to witness, some 
people simply struggled to 
break free, while others de¬ 
fended themselves powerfully 
against their attackers. News 
organizations sympathetic 
with the “Police" reported that 
a man had bitten a “police offi¬ 
cer" and that the “officer" was 
to receive an HIV test. 

Some citizens found this puz¬ 
zling. "It does seem odd that 
they would defend profit-driven 
healthcare, and then waste their 
money on unnecessary proce¬ 
dures,” said one. “But then it’s 
their money," she added. 

When informed that the "Po¬ 
lice ’’ might have the power to tax 
the citizenry to pay for the test, 
tempers began to flare. “Those 
funds, after all, are needed to 
fight HIV,” a witness declared. 

That, indeed, seemed to be 
yesterday’s pattern. 

“At first we thought they were 
being cute. All those uniforms, 
and running around giving peo¬ 
ple commands. But when they 


told us what their agenda was 
— queers in the closet, no 
healthcare for poor people, 
straight white men in charge of 
all kinds of decisions for other 
people — we started challeng¬ 
ing them," stated a passerby. 

That challenge — chanting at 
first, then signs and banners as 
citizens whipped out their mark¬ 
ers and paint—was too much for 
the authoritarian fringe group to 
tolerate. They summoned their 
“Mounted Unit," a pro-animal- 
slavery auxiliary, and began tak¬ 
ing citizens away in 
specially-painted trucks. 

Targeted for special vicious¬ 
ness were those citizens who 
suggested to members of the 
“Police" gang that not all their 
brothers and sisters in arms 
were "straight." 

Equally strange events, 
meanwhile, were transpiring 
inside the Hilton. According to 
witnesses, a woman was ad¬ 
dressing the AMA about the 
healthcare needs of people liv¬ 


ing with AIDS when a character 
known as the Vice President of 
the United States of America 
mounted the stage, shouted her 
down and began speaking loudly 
about denying healthcare to 
many people who might be un¬ 
able to “pay." The woman was 
ejected by the Vice President’s 
so-called “security detail.." 

The AMA meeting and the “Po¬ 
lice" attack reminded some wit¬ 
nesses of their liberties, for which 
so many have sacrificed so much. 

“Thank goodness we live on 
a free planet, where diversity is 
seen as beautiful, and no privi¬ 
leged sector of society has 
power over an oppressed sec¬ 
tor, and everyone always has 
their markers and paint handy, ’’ 
several were heard to remark. 

As the authoritarian gang 
dispersed, the passersby drew 
together to sing their anthem, 
which reporters were unable to 
make out, because it seemed 
most citizens were singing dif¬ 
ferent songs. ★ 










A REVOLUTION, IN EFFECT knowledge is empowerment 


Opposing Patriarchy 


by Alina Avila 
HE SITUATION OF 
women in Cuba is like 
the old saying — “Man 
hunched over, woman lower." 
Men and women feel power¬ 
less, but where some young 
men in their 20’s told me they 
were thinking of taking a raft 
out to the Florida Straits, 
women were more resigned, 
less prone to thinking about 
ways to escape. It may be in¬ 
terpreted this way women feel 
they have a greater stake, 
greater responsibility in Cu¬ 
ban society. Housewives with 
small children complained 
that their rations were much 
lower than women who 
worked outside the home and 
that they spend the better 
part of their day waiting on 
line for measly rations and trad¬ 
ing and buying on the black 
market. When I visited them, 
these same women had gone 
without eating for 3 or 4 days 
so that their children could 
have something to eat. Be¬ 
cause as housewives and 
working mothers, women 
bear the responsibility of 
keeping the family together, 
out of necessity they have be¬ 
come outspoken about their 
dissatisfaction with the sys¬ 
tem. “No lo crea, nada trabaja 
aqui." my mother’s female 
cousin said to me in private 
after someone stated that the 
system has faults, but after 
all...Don’t believe him, noth¬ 
ing works here. 

Even though younger hus¬ 
bands helped their wives with 
household chores and child¬ 
bearing, they felt angry about 
having to do it, complaining 
that their fathers don’t have to 


her job and home. No one in 
the family knows where she 
lives now, they, especially her 
father, are ashamed of her. He 
has disavowed her and con¬ 
siders her dead. 


Women live under the load of 
two oppresive systems—that of 
the ruling Party and that of 
male power. While the Federa¬ 
tion of Cuban Women has 
made some inroads, most of all 
in the professional classes, 
women’s actual working lives 
are restrained, with fewer 
chances of promotion than 
men. My aunt quit her hospital 
job, her work was not recog¬ 
nized and appreciated. She 
makes the same amount of 
money working at home on her 


in Cuba 


are made mostly by priveleged 
white males, a ruling elite. But 
instead of thinking of escaping 
the island like many men 
dream of, women’s feet are 
firmly planted on Cuban soil. 


Whether in private for fear of 
informers and harrassment or 
publicity, like the poet Maria 
Elena Cruz Varela (who was 
subsecuently sentenced to 
two years imprisionment) it 
seems to me that more 
women than men openly op¬ 
pose Castro’s regime. 

I feel that if there is to be a 
true revolution on the island of 
Cuba it will come from 
women. Women refusing to 
keep quiet about the injus¬ 
tices they and their children 


by Dema Crassy 
owdy. I’m involved with 
an anarcha-feminist 
study group in NY. It’s a 
pretty festive thing for several 
reasons, and hopefully talking 
about them will encourage 
other wimmin to initiate or par¬ 
ticipate in them within their 


own communities. For one 
thing, it’s a great way to pool 
literary resources. My access to 
feminist thought has quadru¬ 
pled since my affiliation with 
this study group. Another cool 
aspect to it is that it’s all wim¬ 
min. I find that having no “male 
perspectives ” on what we read 
or within the discussions gives 
it an actual revolutionary flare. 
Considering that education is 
for men about men by men, 
wimmin aren’t going to learn 
our own power, or claim our- 
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and feminist thought exist 
within the society at large, 
but also within the anarchist 
community, including the 
Love and Rage Network ( of 
174 articles counted, span¬ 
ning most of the issues of 
Love and Rage, 139 were writ¬ 
ten by men, and 35 by wim¬ 
min). On top of all that, theres 
the basic advantage of read¬ 
ing things, talking about 
them, and learning from them. 

A study group of this nature 
is far from being a generic 
learning experience. Usually 
educational “text books” cure 
written by crusty, dry men. The 
stuff we read is written by 
wimmin. That in and of itself 
usually makes the information 
more accesible, because no 
matter what our class back¬ 
grounds, inevitably, we share 
the common oppression of be¬ 
ing wimmin. To me, that makes 
it more valid than their "male 
words” I’m used to reading. 

More explicitly, this type of 
education doesn’t teach us what 
we need to survive in a "man’s 
world.” Our kind teaches us to 
recognize how the man’s world 
poisons and enslaves us, and 
through discussion, we can 
come up with some totally crush¬ 
ing ways to deal with it. 

Obviously, men have to deal 
with their sexism, but consid¬ 
ering most of them don’t, I 
don’t think they can be suc¬ 
cessfully integrated into our 
learning /reclamation process 
at this point. Many of us are 
still vulnerable, and they can 
be quick to slide back into 
their controlling roles — not to 
progressive.... 

Over all the whole thing has 
been an amazing experience 
and I totally encourage wimmin 
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that their rations were much 
lower than women who 
worked outside the home and 
that they spend the better 
part of their day waiting on 
line for measly rations and trad¬ 
ing and buying on the black 
market. When I visited them, 
these same women had gone 
without eating for 3 or 4 days 
so that their children could 
have something to eat. Be¬ 
cause as housewives and 
working mothers, women 
bear the responsibility of 
keeping the family together, 
out of necessity they have be¬ 
come outspoken about their 
dissatisfaction with the sys¬ 
tem. “No lo crea, nada trabaja 
aqui." my mother’s female 
cousin said to me in private 
after someone stated that the 
system has faults, but after 
all...Don’t believe him, noth¬ 
ing works here. 

Even though younger hus¬ 
bands helped their wives with 
household chores and child¬ 
bearing, they felt angry about 
having to do it, complaining 
that their fathers don’t have to 
do it. 

Patriarchy, the old sexual 
double standard, and homo¬ 
phobia are rampant in Cuba. 
After living openly with an¬ 
other women, two months ago 
my cousin was forced to un¬ 
dergo electric shock, her medi¬ 
cal license was suspended, 
and the party ran her out of 


Women live under the load of 
two oppresive systems —that of 
the ruling Party and that of 
male power. While the Federa¬ 
tion of Cuban Women has 
made some inroads, most of all 
in the professional classes, 
women’s actual working lives 
are restrained, with fewer 
chances of promotion than 
men. My aunt quit her hospital 
job, her work was not recog¬ 
nized and appreciated. She 
makes the same amount of 
money working at home on her 
sewing machine and doesn’t 
have to put up with the hierar¬ 
chy and the bureaucracy. 

As in the past, women’s main 
area of responsibility is in the 
household, no matter how 
many jobs, paid or volunteer 
they hold. More responsibility 
is heaped on women while the 
policies that effect everyone 


Whether in private for fear of 
informers and harrassment or 
publicity, like the poet Maria 
Elena Cruz Varela (who was 
subsecuently sentenced to 
two years imprisionment) it 
seems to me that more 
women than men openly op¬ 
pose Castro’s regime. 

I feel that if there is to be a 
true revolution on the island of 
Cuba it will come from 
women. Women refusing to 
keep quiet about the injus¬ 
tices they and their children 
suffer. Women speaking to 
their men and children — no 
mds, no m&s. Women along 
with men and children taking 
to the streets. In effect, a 
revolution. ★ 

Alina Avila has a regular 
show on New York's community 
radio station, WBAI. 


own communities. For one 
thing, it’s a great way to pool 
literary resources. My access to 
feminist thought has quadru¬ 
pled since my affiliation with 
this study group. Another cool 
aspect to it is that it’s all wim- 
min. I find that having no “male 
perspectives” on what we read 
or within the discussions gives 
it an actual revolutionary flare. 
Considering that education is 
for men about men by men, 
wimmin aren’t going to learn 
our own power, or claim our¬ 
selves until we take an alterna¬ 
tive route. 

Wimmins study groups can 
not only provide a forum for rec¬ 
lamation, but can potentially 
supply a source of emotional 
support. Wimmins support is 
necessary because not only 
does the extreme oppression 
and suppression of wimmin 


wimmin. That in and of itself 
usually makes the information 
more accesible, because no 
matter what our class back¬ 
grounds, inevitably, we share 
the common oppression of be¬ 
ing wimmin. To me, that makes 
it more valid than their “male 
words” I'm used to reading. 

More explicitly, this type of 
education doesn’t teach us what 
we need to survive in a “man’s 
world." Our kind teaches us to 
recognize how the man’s world 
poisons and enslaves us, and 
through discussion, we can 
come up with some totally crush¬ 
ing ways to deal with it. 

Obviously, men have to deal 
with their sexism, but consid¬ 
ering most of them don’t, I 
don’t think they can be suc¬ 
cessfully integrated into our 
learning /reclamation process 
at this point. Many of us are 
still vulnerable, and they can 
be quick to slide back into 
their controlling roles — not to 
progressive.... 

Over all the whole thing has 
been an amazing experience 
and I totally encourage wimmin 
to take education, and the revo¬ 
lution in our own hands and 
quit waiting for “them” to 
teach us how to do it. ★ 

Dema is a member of the 
Love and Rage production 
group. For more infomation 
about her study group, call 
(212) 674-0092. 


WOMEN'S RAGE 


by Shannonbrooke Murphy 

T loronto is endowed with a large, culturally and politically diverse feminist community. Here, 
the debate around women’s right to autonomous organization is long left behind in the dust. 
The past few years have seen enormously constructive (although not always easy) challenges 
to mainstream, white and middle class feminists by the increasingly well-organized, radical cutting 
edge of Black, Asian and First Nation women. These women are pushing the parameters and shaking 
the foundations laid by those who had settled in to race and class-priviledged feminism: exclusionist, 
reformist, academic and government-funded. 

Among dozens of inspiring, kickass local women’s endeavours, the following two rise to the top 
due to their radical orientation, anti-authoritarian practice and visionary leadership by feminists from 
communities of colour. The women responsible have injected new life and new critique into the 
women’s movement, and have sharpened the feminist agenda. Not content to suspend belief for the 


police to their concerns, all 
but backed off police collu¬ 
sion after receiving numer¬ 
ous reports of police assault 
on their hotline. Following 
the overturn of the "rape 
shield law,” the Canadian 
Association of Sexual As¬ 
sault Centres made a public 
statement disavowing their 
faith in the law enforcement 


AND 

attention to the needs of indi¬ 
vidual women who have expe¬ 
rienced police harassment and 
violence with the need for ac¬ 
tion to challenge institutional 
racism and the growing atmos¬ 
phere of the police state. When 
combined with the tensions in¬ 
herent in forming a cross-cul¬ 
tural coalition, and the 
demands of community-spe- 





do it. 

Patriarchy, the old sexual 
double standard, and homo* 
phobia are rampant in Cuba. 
After living openly with an¬ 
other women, two months ago 
my cousin was forced to un¬ 
dergo electric shock, her medi¬ 
cal license was suspended, 
and the party ran her out of 


sewing machine and doesn’t 
have to put up with the hierar¬ 
chy and the bureaucracy. 

As in the past, women’s main 
area of responsibility is in the 
household, no matter how 
many jobs, paid or volunteer 
they hold. More responsibility 
is heaped on women while the 
policies that effect everyone 


suffer. Women speaking to 
their men and children — no 
m&s, no m&s. Women along 
with men and children taking 
to the streets. In effect, a 
revolution. ★ 

Alina Avila has a regular 
show on New York's community 
radio station, WBAI. 
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lamation, but can potentially 
supply a source of emotional 
support. Wimmins support is 
necessary because not only 
does the extreme oppression 
and suppression of wimmin 


WOMEN'S RAGE 


by Shannonbrooke Murphy 

T loronto is endowed with a large, culturally and politically diverse feminist community. Here, 
the debate around women’s right to autonomous organization is long left behind in the dust. 
The past few years have seen enormously constructive (although not always easy) challenges 
to mainstream, white and middle class feminists by the increasingly well-organized, radical cutting 
edge of Black, Asian and First Nation women. These women are pushing the parameters and shaking 
the foundations laid by those who had settled in to race and class-priviledged feminism: exclusionist, 
reformist, academic and government-funded. 

Among dozens of inspiring, kickass local women’s endeavours, the following two rise to the top 
due to their radical orientation, anti-authoritarian practice and visionary leadership by feminists from 
communities of colour. The women responsible have injected new life and new critique into the 
women’s movement, and have sharpened the feminist agenda. Not content to suspend belief for the 
instant “Global Sisterhood” scenario; we are all being pushed to confront, accept and respect 
differences—to travel the road to a real, substantive unity. 

This is a difficult, necessary, continuing process. Women of privilege are hardly eager to give up 
their albeit meagre power-over-others. 


WOMEN'S ACTION AGAINST RACIST POLICING 

Responding to Crisis 


I N 1989, FOLLOWING THE 
police shootings of two Black 
men in separate incidents, a 
young Black woman passenger 
in a stolen car was shot at point- 
blank range by police, paralyzing 
her. The plight of Sophia Cook 
galvanized women activists from 
Black, Asian and First Nation 
communities to speak out about 
police harassment, violence, dis¬ 
criminatory application of the 
law and shootings. The call for an 
independent civilian investiga¬ 
tive body, at the very least, was 
taken up and given voice by the 
Women’s Coalition Against Ra¬ 
cism and Police Violence 
(WAARP). 


Police racism, homophobia, 
sexual harassment and rape, in¬ 
tense patrolling in poor neigh¬ 
bourhoods in the name of the 
“war on drugs” and discrimina¬ 
tory enforcement of the law were 
named as women’s issues, and, 
for the first time, found them¬ 
selves firmly on the feminist 
agenda at International 
Women’s Day. Police refusal to 
respond to domestic violence 
calls, harassment and assault of 
sex trade workers, charging of 
women who fight back against 
sexual assault and battery and 
police inaction in the face of 
queerbashing are sources of con¬ 
tinuing community rage. 


Meanwhile, the Metro 
Toronto Police release race- 
based crime statistics singling 
out the Black and Chinese/Viet¬ 
namese communities as being 
“more prone to violence and 
crime.” An Asian Crime Unit 
was set up to step-up foot pa¬ 
trols in Chinese neighbour¬ 
hoods and to more closely 
monitor “immigrants.” 

Since then, the machinations 
of the (in)justice system have 
caused many communities to 
question reliance on or coopera¬ 
tion with police. The lesbian 
and gay community, which had 
set up a queer bashing hotline 
and had tried to “sensitize” the 


police to their concerns, all 
but backed off police collu¬ 
sion after receiving numer¬ 
ous reports of police assault 
on their hotline. Following 
the overturn of the “rape 
shield law,” the Canadian 
Association of Sexual As¬ 
sault Centres made a public 
statement disavowing their 
faith in the law enforcement 
and court system, urging 
women to use alternative 
means of justice. Both the 
gay and Native communities 
have instituted street pa¬ 
trols, which act in the inter¬ 
est of and are controlled by 
their own communities in an 
exploration of collective self- 
defense. 

This organizing was instru¬ 
mental in challenging the race 
and class priviledged agenda of 
the women’s movement. What 
working glass woman has not 
experienced police harass¬ 
ment, or at least know someone 
who has done jail time? To view 
police with suspicion and con¬ 
tempt is second nature, but 
middle class women’s organiza¬ 
tions have been slower to inter¬ 
nalize the idea of police as 
enemies, clinging to the liberal 
notion of police as defenders 
and protectors—as reformable. 

The original Women’s' Coali¬ 
tion dissolved after a year and a 
half due to difficulty reconciling 
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to tako education, and the revo¬ 
lution in our own hands and 
quit waiting for “them” to 
teach us how to do it. ★ 

Dema is a member of the 
Love and Rage production 
group. For more infomation 
about her study group, call 
(212) 674-0092 . 

AND 


attention to the needs of indi¬ 
vidual women who have expe¬ 
rienced police harassment and 
violence with the need for ac¬ 
tion to challenge institutional 
racism and the growing atmos¬ 
phere of the police state. When 
combined with the tensions in¬ 
herent in forming a cross-cul¬ 
tural coalition, and the 
demands of community-spe¬ 



cific organizing, it was too 
much to maintain in a mass- 
based, coalition form as origi¬ 
nally conceived. 

The newer, scaled-down but 
perhaps more effective 



SEXISM IN THE ANARCHIST 
COMMUNITY? 



by Women of the dayton Anarchist Collective 


I N TODAY’S SOCIETY MOST 
of us are raised and condi¬ 
tioned to fit the traditional 
roles of male and female; the 
male role being dominant and 
aggressive, the female role be¬ 
ing passive and submissive. 
This type of gender-stereotyp¬ 
ing constrains us, but unfortu¬ 


nately exists in anarchist commu¬ 
nities and must be confronted. 
The Dayton Anarchist Collective 
(DAC) has had our share of sexism 
and Would like to express our 
views and experiences in trying to 
overcome this problem. 

DAC was formed as an anar¬ 
chist study group on anarchist 


theory—utilizing historical and 
contemporary anarchist writ¬ 
ings. Even in the early stages of 
our group the presence of male 
sexism was apparent. It mani¬ 
fested itself in the many ways 
that society ingrains in us. Wim- 
min were interrupted and com¬ 
pletely cut off when speaking, 
often being blatantly put down 
as if their opinions meant noth¬ 
ing. A womyn’s opinion was 
rarely expanded upon or re¬ 
garded with the respect a 
man’s would be. At this time, 
several wimmin were beaten 
by boyfriends and, although 
some disapproval was shown, 
these men continued to be in¬ 
volved with the collective and 
accepted as friends in our per¬ 
sonal lives and within the 
group. It got to the point that 
wimmin rarely spoke at meet¬ 
ings and were extremely pas¬ 
sive to avoid humiliation. With 
abusive behavior ranging from 
verbal to physical no one could 
be truly an effective part of our 
anarchist collective. 

As DAC became more active 
and aware, we grew as friends 
and anarchists together. Our 
personal and “political” lives 


were so intertwined that many 
problems that went on within 
DAC and in our personal lives 
were almost inseparable. The 
situation was allowed to con¬ 
tinue because of the deep emo¬ 
tional bonds that had formed 
between us all. Although we had 
progressed in countless ways, 
the sexism worsened. Our friend¬ 
ships ran deep and in many ways 
it was difficult to confront it and 
see how it was affecting and seg¬ 
regating us. Because the sexism 
wasn’t brought to light our collec¬ 
tive was rapidly deteriorating. 

In the recent past things have 
vastly improved within the col¬ 
lective and in our personal lives. 
At first, the ways we dealt with 
the situation were subtle and 
certainly not confrontational. 
Had it been the issue of racism 
the issue would have been con¬ 
fronted and dealt with. This 
shows how deeply entrenced 
sexism is in society and in our¬ 
selves. However, as individuals 
and anarchists we gradually 
dealt with the issue of sexism 
each on our own and as a 
whole. Both male and female 
sexism has been confronted 
and discussed openly. Wim¬ 


min and menplay active roles in 
our collective. Those unwilling 
to accept this change and grow 
as a part of our collective are no 
longer a part of it. 

No one is free from sexism. It 
is a hard task to rid ourselves of 
the conditioning forced upon us 
our whole lives, but by confront¬ 
ing it in an assertive way in our¬ 
selves and in others we have all 
grown. We are constantly trying 
to help each other work through 
sexist tendencies embedded in 
us all by dealing with it as 
openly and honestly as possible. 

Within our own communities 
we need to combat sexism, ra¬ 
cism and homophobia in an as¬ 
sertive and positive manner. 
These problems still exist 
within the anarchis movement. 
The government may crumble 
but the state that exists within 
ourselves will continue to di¬ 
vide and oppress us. It is this 
state that we must smash if we 
truly want to create a new 
world. The government has no 
trouble keeping us down when 
so many of us are filled with 
hatred and fear of our brothers 
and sisters based on their 
false divisions. ★ 


T HEMCMASTERWIMMIN’S 
Collective was formed in 
September of 1991 to pro¬ 
vide a non-threatening, wimmin’s 
only space and a forum to organ¬ 
ize wimmin centered projects. 

One project that we are cur¬ 
rently involved in is starting low 
cost self-defense classes for wim¬ 
min. Most of us who have taken 
self defense have found them to be 
too expensive and the Wen Do 
style useless. Therefore, we will 
provide more in-depth Kempo Ka¬ 
rate style classes and because our 
instructor only wishes to teach one 
or two sessions, wimmin who 
wish to continue the project will 
be trained as instructors. 

During one of our discussions 
on health care, we realized how 


have the old attitude of ’It’s all 
in your head’?” Other questions 
would pertain to attitudes to¬ 
wards race, class and sexual 
orientation as well as other per¬ 
sonal comments. We hope that 
once the project is underway 
wimmin will use it as a resource 
and continue to contribute to it. 

The International Women’s Day 
event this year, organized by a 
group of liberal feminists, will be a 
day of workshops with the white, 
heterosexual, middle class per¬ 
spective. We want to counteract 
this tendency by organizing a day 
of workshops that will confront 
white guilt and racist attitudes 
within the women’s community. 
We haven’t organized this event 
for International Women’s Dav but 



McMaster Wimmin's Collective 


wheelchair accessible, but this is the 
first time in the wimmin’s commu¬ 
nity that an American Sign Lan¬ 
guage (ASL) interpreter will be 
available for anyone from the deaf 
community who attends. Fortu¬ 
nately, a wamynin our collective can 
translate and we hope that it will 
prove to be successful Far any Ca¬ 
nadian groups who put an events, 
especially if they concern sexual as¬ 
sault, translators are provided 
through the government free of 
charge for non-profit groups. I want 
to stress this point, because far deaf 
people, coping with sexual assault 
can be even more difficult because 
of the lack of resources made avail¬ 
able to them 

We welcome comments, criti¬ 
cism. ideas, and discussion from 








male role being dominant and 
aggressive, the female role be¬ 
ing passive and submissive. 
This type of gender-stereotyp¬ 
ing constrains us, but unfortu- 


and Would like to express our 
views and experiences in trying to 
overcome this problem. 

DAC was formed as an anar¬ 
chist study group on anarchist 


anarchist collective. 

As DAC became more active 
and aware, we grew as friends 
and anarchists together. Our 
personal and “political” lives 


dealt with the issue ol sexism 
each on our own and as a 
whole. Both male and female 
sexism has been confronted 
and discussed openly. Wim- 


trouoie Keeping us uowu wncn 
so many of us are filled with 
hatred and fear of our brothers 
and sisters based on their 
false divisions. ★ 


T HEMCMASTER WIMMIN’S 
Collective was formed in 
September of 1991 to pro¬ 
vide a non-threatening, wimmin’s 
only space and a forum to organ¬ 
ize wimmin centered projects. 

One project that we are cur¬ 
rently involved in is starting low 
cost self-defense classes for wim¬ 
min. Most of us who have taken 
self defense have found them to be 
too expensive and the Wen Do 
style useless. Therefore, we will 
provide more in-depth Kempo Ka¬ 
rate style classes and because our 
instructor only wishes to teach one 
or two sessions, wimmin who 
wish to continue the project will 
be trained as instructors. 

During one of our discussions 
on health care, we realized how 
difficult it is to get such things as 
simple as ^n AIDS test. We have 
decided to compile a list of wim¬ 
min’s personal accounts of doc¬ 
tors they have encountered. The 
anonymous questionnaire will 
contain such questions as, “Is 
your doctor sensitive to wimmin’s 
medical needs, or does she/he 


have the old attitude of ’It’s all 
in your head?” Other questions 
would pertain to attitudes to¬ 
wards race, class and sexual 
orientation as well as other per¬ 
sonal comments. We hope that 
once the project is underway 
wimmin will use it as a resource 
and continue to contribute to it. 

The International Women’s Day 
event this year, organized by a 
group of liberal feminists, will be a 
day of workshops with the white, 
heterosexual, middle class per¬ 
spective. We want to counteract 
this tendency by organizing a day 
of workshops that will confront 
white guilt and racist attitudes 
within the women’s community. 
We haven't organized this event 
for International Women’s Day but 
expect it to take place sometime 
this summer. 

This month will be our first 
public discussion with a womyn 
who is suing the Toronto Metro¬ 
politan Police Department for 
negligence and charter viola¬ 
tions in the investigation of her 
rape. We try to make all our events 



McMaster Wimmin's Collective 


wheelchair accessible, but this is the 
first time in the wimmin’s commu¬ 
nity that an American Sign Lan¬ 
guage (ASL) interpreter will be 
available for anyone from the deaf 
community who attends. Fortu¬ 
nately, a womyn in our collective can 
translate and we hope that it will 
prove to be successful Far any Ca¬ 
nadian groups who put an events, 
especially if they concern sexual as¬ 
sault, translators are provided 
through the government free of 
charge for non-profit groups. I want 
to stress this point, because far deaf 
people, coping with sexual assault 
can be even mare difficult because 
of the lack of resources made avail¬ 
able to them 

We welcome comments, criti¬ 
cism, ideas, and discussion from 
wimmin’s groups or others. ★ 

PO Box 57069 Jackson Stn. 

Hamilton, Ont. 

L8P 4K9 

Solidarity is strength! From 
the McMaster Wimmin’s 
Collective. 


RENEWAL IN TORONTO 


Women’s Action Against 
Racist Policing (a working 
committee) is manifesting as 
an education, monitoring and 
pressure group. WAARP pro¬ 
vides support to women who 
have experienced racist po¬ 
lice incidents. They advocate 
and guide women through 
the legal processes open to 
them such as countercharg- 


around policing. WAARP is 
compiling a list of politically 
conscious and committed law¬ 
yers to mobilize in such cases 
and are working on a legal edu¬ 
cation package to inform 
women of their rights. 

The election victory of 
Toronto police/real estate 
Mayor June Rowlands was 
framed on either side by police 
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RADIO FEMINIST INTERNATIONAL 

Women Take the Waves 


S INCE 1988, CKLN FM 
radio (a community- 
based station) has pro¬ 
duced 24 hours of 
programming by, for and 
about women on March 8, In¬ 
ternational Women’s Day. 

All programmers get in¬ 
volved by highlighting 
Women’s struggles and con- 


The IWD rally is made more 
accessible by CKLN’s live 
broadcast of the event. The day 
climaxes with a live broadcast 
of women’s music. 

This year, RFI highlights in¬ 
clude Indigenous Women’s Or¬ 
ganizing in 1992; Women Fight 
the Global Economy; The Rag¬ 
ing Debate on Democracy and 
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women’s empowerment to 
take control of the mike and 
speak directly to their audi¬ 
ence, without mediation, 
without interpretation, with¬ 
out appropriation is a revela¬ 
tion, a celebration, a 
small-scale revolution studio- 
style. 

During this “information 
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on health care, we realized how 
difficult it is to get such things as 
simple as AIDS test. We have 
decided to compile a list of wim- 
min’s personal accounts of doc¬ 
tors they have encountered. The 
anonymous questionnaire will 
contain such questions as, “Is 
your doctor sensitive to wimmin’s 
medical needs, or does she/he 


for International Women s Day hut 
expect it to take place sometime 
this summer. 

This month will be our first 
public discussion with a womyn 
who is suing the Toronto Metro¬ 
politan Police Department for 
negligence and charter viola¬ 
tions in the investigation of her 
rape. We try to make all our events 



asm, ideas, and discussion from 
wimmin’s groups or others. ★ 

PO Box 57069 Jackson Stn. 

Hamilton, Ont. 

L8P 4K9 

Solidarity is strength! From 
the McMaster Wimmin's 
Collective . 


RENEWAL IN TORONTO 


Women’s Action Against 
Racist Policing (a working 
committee) is manifesting as 
an education, monitoring and 
pressure group. WAARP pro¬ 
vides support to women who 
have experienced racist po¬ 
lice incidents. They advocate 
and guide women through 
the legal processes open to 
them such as countercharg- 


around policing. WAARP is 
compiling a list of politically 
conscious and committed law¬ 
yers to mobilize in such cases 
and are working on a legal edu¬ 
cation package to inform 
women of their rights. 

The election victory of 
Toronto police/real estate 
Mayor June Rowlands was 
framed on either side by police 



ing police, laying public 
complaints, opening a civil 
suit, etc. They continue to 
make deputations to the "Po¬ 
lice Services Board” to give 
voice to women’s concerns 


shootings of Black men, giving 
us a taste of the Toronto-to-come. 

Fighting mounting police 
terror at WAARP speed is 
more critical now than ever 
before. ★ 


RADIO FEMINIST INTERNATIONAL 

Women Take the Waves 


S INCE 1988, CKLN FM 
radio (a community- 
based station) has pro¬ 
duced 24 hours of 
programming by, for and 
about women on March 8, In¬ 
ternational Women’s Day. 

All programmers get in¬ 
volved by highlighting 
Women’s struggles and con¬ 
tributions in music, politics 
and culture throughout the 
week. Male programmers re¬ 
linquish their airtime to 
women guest-hosts, and 
grassroots women’s groups 
take over half the nightly 
news broadcast to set our 
own agendas, and speak di¬ 
rectly to our own audience 
without mediation. 

Radio Feminist International 
(RFI) has become something of 
an alternative institution for the 
Toronto left. A day of intensive 
feminist discussion and debate 
is pulled together by the CKLN 
Women’s Caucus with the help 
of women’s community pro¬ 
ducers and hosts. 


The IWD rally is made more 
accessible by CKLN’s live 
broadcast of the event. The day 
climaxes with a live broadcast 
of women’s music. 

This year, RFI highlights in¬ 
clude Indigenous Women’s Or¬ 
ganizing in 1992; Women Fight 
the Global Economy; The Rag¬ 
ing Debate on Democracy and 
Accountability in Women’s 
Services; The Spirit of Women 
Prisoners; Violence Against 
Women...Continuing the Strug¬ 
gle; Reproductive Technology; 
Lesbian programming and 
more. Add to this hourly 
“Herstory Spots on Women 
Revolutionaries” and a live 
women’s jam in-studio at the 
end of the day. 

We expect to promote 
thought, share experiences 
and create debate and par¬ 
ticipation through phone-in 
segments. For the CKLN 
Women’s Caucus who facili¬ 
tate community women’s en¬ 
try into the world of radio 
broadcasting, the process of 


women’s empowerment to 
take control of the mike and 
speak directly to their audi¬ 
ence, without mediation, 
without interpretation, with¬ 
out appropriation is a revela¬ 
tion, a celebration, a 
small-scale revolution studio- 
style. 

During this "information 
age," when news is a big- 
bucks centralized industry, 
un-media-ted communication 
between people from margi¬ 
nalized sectors—who have 
neither access to nor accurate 
representation in mainstream 
media—is critical. 

This is especially true for 
the women’s movement, 
plagued by media appropria¬ 
tion of feminism, media dis¬ 
tortions of feminist politics 
and media hype of bourgeois 
feminism and the so-called 
"men’s movement.” CKLN’s 
Radio Feminist International 
is an important step in creat¬ 
ing and controlling our own 
forms of communication. ★ 


Shannonbrooke Murphy is a member of the Ecomedia Toronto Collective, and editor of the upcoming 
"Un-Media-ted: Women Speaking for Ourselves, to Eachother through Popular Media, ’’ available from the 
Popular Education Research Group, 606 Shaw St., Toronto, Ont. M6G3L3 CANADA 
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world." Our kind teaches us to 
recognize how the man's world 
poisons and enslaves us, and 
through discussion, we can 
come up with some totally crush¬ 
ing ways to deal with it. 

Obviously, men have to deal 
with their sexism, but consid¬ 
ering most of them don’t, I 
don’t think they can be suc¬ 
cessfully integrated into our 
learning /reclamation process 
at this point. Many of us are 
still vulnerable, and they can 
be quick to slide back into 
their controlling roles — not to 
progressive.... 

Over all the whole thing has 
been an amazing experience 
and I totally encourage wimmin 
to take education, and the revo¬ 
lution in our own hands and 
quit waiting for “them” to 
teach us how to do it. ★ 

Dema is a member of the 
Love and Rage production 
group. For more infomation 
about her study group , call 
(212) 674-0092. 


T ttE MUMAM M WIMMIN S 

Collective was formed in 
September of 1991 to pro¬ 
vide a non-threatening, wimmin’s 
only space and a forum to organ¬ 
ize wimmin centered projects. 

One project that we are cur¬ 
rently involved in is starting low 
cost self-defense classes for wim¬ 
min. Most of us who have taken 
self defense have found them to be 
too expensive and the Wen Do 
style useless. Therefore, we will 
provide more in-depth Kempo Ka¬ 
rate style classes and because our 
instructor only wishes to teach one 
or two sessions, wimmin who 
wish to continue the project will 
be trained as instructors. 

During one of our discussions 
on health care, we realized how 
difficult it is to get such things as 
simple as ^n AIDS test. We have 
decided to compile a list of wim¬ 
min’s personal accounts of doc¬ 
tors they have encountered. The 
anonymous questionnaire will 
contain such questions as, “Is 
your doctor sensitive to wimmin’s 
medical needs, or does she/he 


nave me oia aratuae oi it s an 
in your head’?’’ Other questions 
would pertain to attitudes to¬ 
wards race, class and sexual 
orientation as well as other per¬ 
sonal comments. We hope that 
once the project is underway 
wimmin will use it as a resource 
and continue to contribute to it. 

The International Women’s Day 
event this year, organized by a 
group of liberal feminists, will be a 
day of workshops with the white, 
heterosexual, middle class per¬ 
spective. We want to counteract 
this tendency by organizing a day 
of workshops that will confront 
white guilt and racist attitudes 
within the women’s community. 
We haven’t organized this event 
for International Women’s Day but 
expect it to take place sometime 
this summer. 

This month will be our first 
public discussion with a womyn 
who is suing the Toronto Metro¬ 
politan Police Department for 
negligence and charter viola¬ 
tions in the investigation of her 
rape. We try to make all our events 
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attention to the needs of indi¬ 
vidual women who have expe¬ 
rienced police harassment and 
violence with the need for ac¬ 
tion to challenge institutional 
racism and the growing atmos¬ 
phere of the police state. When 
combined with the tensions in¬ 
herent in forming a cross-cul¬ 
tural coalition, and the 
demands of community-spe- 


Women’s Action Against 
Racist Policing (a working 
committee) is manifesting as 
an education, monitoring and 
pressure group. WAARP pro¬ 
vides support to women who 
have experienced racist po¬ 
lice incidents. They advocate 
and guide women through 
the legal processes open to 
them such as countercharg¬ 


around policing. WAARP is 
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yers to mobilize in such cases 
and are working on a legal edu¬ 
cation package to inform 
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ANOTHER LOOK AT PORN 


This article is presented as part of an ongoing debate 
about pornography. We encourage people to write arti¬ 
cles expressing other viewpoints 

T he pornography question is a compli- 

cated one. For too long, smut’s pseudo-counter- 
cultural mystique has held radicals back from 
developing a critique of the pomograph industry. How¬ 
ever, one would hope to see some analysis which offers 
more than merely mouthing the “correct line” of the 
authoritarian anti-porn orthodoxy in a publication 
which claims to be “anarchist.” As an anarchist sym¬ 
pathizer and a former employee of the pornography 
industry — I spent a year proofreading and copyedit¬ 
ing smut for a national glossy — I’d like to point out a 
few of the dangerous oversimplifications in Richard 
Blake’s “Porn In Flames” (Love and Rage, Vol. 2, No. 
10, December, 1991). 

Like any other industry in a capitalist society, the 
porn industry is based on coercion under threat of 
economic privation, and treats employees (e.g. models) 
as dispensable cogs in the corporate machine. But the 
anti-porn orthodoxy is engaging in half-truths, distor¬ 
tions and hyperbole in order to overstate their case and 
sledgehammer dissent to their authoritarian agenda 
with moral indignation. Unfortunately, Blake chooses 
not to question these distortions. 

For starters, the orthodoxy conflates the entire 
spectrum of porn, from Playboy to the most exotic 
bondage, into the same ball of wax. Newsstand 
monthlies like Hustler rarely depict a woman “tied 
to the hood of a sports car," or “with ropes around 
her breasts and bruises on her body.” The big na¬ 
tional distributors simply don’t tolerate that stuff, 
especially if it’s headed for markets in Canada or the 
midwest. The newsstand monthlies can’t even de¬ 
pict penetration or erect dicks, much less bondage! 
It is the hardcore stuff, difficult to find outside of 
“adult” bookstores or big cities, which does not 
have to conform to the distributors’ limits. The over¬ 
whelming majority of the hardcore stuff consists of 
endlessly bored copulating couples. It is only the 
hardcore bondage zines which depict ropes and 
chains. Even these rarely depict blood or bruises — 
and when they do, the wounds are not real, but 
airbrushed in. It is only in high-priced and elusive 
S&M videos, mostly imported from Germany by fly- 
by-night outfits, that real blood and whippings are 
portrayed. So it is only a small and marginalized 
fraction of the porn market which has those overtly 


violent characteristics which Blake would attribute to 
the entire output of the industry. 

There are two interrelated issues here. The first is 
the question of coercion. Whether the model is de¬ 
picted lying on a bed naked (as in Playboy ), mastur¬ 
bating (as in Penthouse or Hustler ), fucking (as in the 
hardcore stuff), or submitting to physical restraint 
(as in the bondage stuff), we must ask whether the 
model has consented to being in the situation. Blake 
assumes that she has not, asserting that “every day 
...countless pictures are being snapped of wimmin 
...being raped." 

This is a very serious distortion, aimed at evoking 
an emotional response in the reader. Likewise, to say 
that the model has consented is also a serious distor¬ 
tion, aimed at reassuring audiences and stifling le¬ 
gitimate questions and concerns. The copulation 
depicted in porn (when it is depicted at all) is more 
like prostitution than rape. Arguably, prostitution 
under economic coercion is a form of rape. But this 
should be argued overtly, rather than merely using 
“rape" with no further explanation. That is dishon¬ 
est propagandizing, because the word “rape" im¬ 
plies physical force, which is not a factor in the more 
subtle and sophisticated economic coercion on 
which the porn industry is based. 

Under economic coercion, people consent to work in 
nuke plants and other toxic environmens. This is hide¬ 
ous, but it is not the same thing as irradiating some¬ 
body without their consent. 

The second question is, what are the effects of pom 
on its viewers and on society? Blake assumes that it 
"promotes rape.” Certainly, porn can function, and 
does function, as anti-woman propaganda, legitimiz¬ 
ing rape and violence. And the overwhelming reality 
of pervasive violence aginst women is the context 
within which the instinct to merely supress the fan¬ 
tasy and censor the smut emerges. But fantasy and 
real-world desires are not the same thing. Fantasy can 
be kept in perspective, explored in the imagination, 
without being manifested in reality. The challenge is 
to explore the relationship between fantasy and real 
desires, to find out how they interact together, rather 
than resorting to the oversimplification of merely con¬ 
flating them. Can porn, created and used intelligently, 
be a tool for doing this? 

Some maintain that this is the line between "pornog¬ 
raphy” and “erotica." But to whom are we to look as 
an authority to tell us where one ends and the other 
begins? Doesn’t it have as much to do with what is 


going on in the mind of the viewer as with the material 
itself? The fact is that this is a hierarchical and misogy¬ 
nist culture, we have all been shaped by it, and both 
men and women frequently have sexual fantasies of 
domination and submission. The way out lies on con¬ 
fronting this reality, facing up to it and learning to deal 
with our fantasies intelligently and sensitively — not 
in purging the world of any photographic depiction of 
them. 

Blake is right on in his demystification of sex, and 
cuts through all of the pro-sex propaganda we have 
been subjected to, pointing out correctly that sex is 
“often a source not of pleasure and intimacy, but of 
alienation, violation and grief." It is also frequently a 
source of disease and pregnancy — failure to men¬ 
tion this in the age of AIDS is an oversight. To the 
extent that pornography serves as a substitute for 
sex, it may be playing a positive social role. Porn 
certainly promotes masturbation far more than it 
promotes rape. 

Blake writes that “pornography is about the sexuali- 
zation of oppression." But pornography is the symp¬ 
tom, not the cause. To the extent that it functions as 
mis ogynist propaganda, it can be said to contribute to 
the sexualization of oppression in a sort of feedback 
loop, but this is not a chicken-versus-egg dilemma. The 
long centuries of rape and sexual slavery make it all too 
clear which came first. 

It is ironic that Blake dismisses fears that anti-pom 
activists are frequently in league with the fundamen¬ 
talist right, when he apparently bases his theoretical 
understanding of porn on the works of Andrea 
Dworkin and Catherine MacKinnon — who indeed did 
enter into an alliance with the fundamentalist right in 
the effort to get their anti-porn ordinance passed in 
Minneapolis and Indianapolis. It should be recalled 
that the one "adult” bookstore which was closed dur¬ 
ing the brief period that the Indianapolis law was in 
force was a gay pom outlet. 

Blake’s naivete about the dangers of the anti-porn 
orthodoxy are evident in his statement that “the 
state supports the porn industry." A brief look at 
history tells us that it is the very excesses tolerated 
or even supported by the state during “libertine” 
eras which provide the justification for the clamp- 
down in totalitarian era. The clampdown inevitably 
comes in periods of economic and social breakdown. 
Anarchists have a special responsibility to expose all 
of the guises in which the impending totalitarianism 
will be sold to the populace — even if it means 
splitting ranks with a “PC” sacred cow like the anti- 
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as dispensable cogs in the corporate machine. But the 
anti-porn orthodoxy is engaging in half-truths, distor¬ 
tions and hyperbole in order to overstate their case and 
sledgehammer dissent to their authoritarian agenda 
with moral indignation. Unfortunately, Blake chooses 
not to question these distortions. 

For starters, the orthodoxy conflates the entire 
spectrum of porn, from Playboy to the most exotic 
bondage, into the same ball of wax. Newsstand 
monthlies like Hustler rarely depict a woman “tied 
to the hood of a sports car,” or “with ropes around 
her breasts and bruises on her body.” The big na¬ 
tional distributors simply don’t tolerate that stuff, 
especially if it’s headed for markets in Canada or the 
midwest. The newsstand monthlies can’t even de¬ 
pict penetration or erect dicks, much less bondage! 
It is the hardcore stuff, difficult to find outside of 
“adult” bookstores or big cities, which does not 
have to conform to the distributors’ limits. The over¬ 
whelming majority of the hardcore stuff consists of 
endlessly bored copulating couples. It is only the 
hardcore bondage zines which depict ropes and 
chains. Even these rarely depict blood or bruises — 
and when they do, the wounds are not real, but 
airbrushed in. It is only in high-priced and elusive 
S&M videos, mostly imported from Germany by fly- 
by-night outfits, that real blood and whippings are 
portrayed. So it is only a small and marginalized 
fraction of the porn market which has those overtly 
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“rape" with no further explanation. That is dishon¬ 
est propagandizing, because the word “rape” im¬ 
plies physical force, which is not a factor in the more 
subtle and sophisticated economic coercion on 
which the porn industry is based. 

Under economic coercion, people consent to work in 
nuke plants and other toxic environmens. This is hide¬ 
ous, but it is not the same thing as irradiating some¬ 
body without their consent. 

The second question is, what are the effects of pom 
on its viewers and on society? Blake assumes that it 
"promotes rape.” Certainly, porn can function, and 
does function, as anti-woman propaganda, legitimiz¬ 
ing rape and violence. And the overwhelming reality 
of pervasive violence aginst women is the context 
within which the instinct to merely supress the fan¬ 
tasy and censor the smut emerges. But fantasy and 
real-world desires are not the same thing. Fantasy can 
be kept in perspective, explored in the imagination, 
without being manifested in reality. The challenge is 
to explore the relationship between fantasy and real 
desires, to find out how they interact together, rather 
than resorting to the oversimplification of merely con¬ 
flating them. Can porn, created and used intelligently, 
be a tool for doing this? 

Some maintain that this is the line between ‘"pornog¬ 
raphy” and “erotica.” But to whom are we to look as 
an authority to tell us where one ends and the other 
begins? Doesn’t it have as much to do with what is 
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zation of oppression." But pornography is the symp¬ 
tom, not the cause. To the extent that it functions as 
misogynist propaganda, it can be said to contribute to 
the sexualization of oppression in a sort of feedback 
loop, but this is not a chicken-versus-egg dilemma. The 
long centuries of rape and sexual slavery make it all too 
clear which came first. 

It is ironic that Blake dismisses fears that anti-pom 
activists are frequently in league with the fundamen¬ 
talist right, when he apparently bases his theoretical 
understanding of porn on the works of Andrea 
Dworkin and Catherine MacKinnon — who indeed did 
enter into an alliance with the fundamentalist right in 
the effort to get their anti-porn ordinance passed in 
Minneapolis and Indianapolis. It should be recalled 
that the one “adult” bookstore which was closed dur¬ 
ing the brief period that the Indianapolis law was in 
force was a gay pom outlet. 

Blake’s naivete about the dangers of the anti-porn 
orthodoxy are evident in his statement that “the 
state supports the porn industry. ” A brief look at 
history tells us that it is the very excesses tolerated 
or even supported by the state during “libertine” 
eras which provide the justification for the clamp- 
down in totalitarian era. The clampdown inevitably 
comes in periods of economic and social breakdown. 
Anarchists have a special responsibility to expose all 
of the guises in which the impending totalitarianism 
will be sold to the populace — even if it means 
splitting ranks with a “PC” sacred cow like the anti¬ 
porn orthodoxy. 

We should indeed have a critique of the pom industry. 
We should also have a critique of the anti-pom orthodoxy. 
Pornography, despite Blake’s assumption to the contrary, 
may indeed be outlawed — along with Our Bodies; Our 
Selves, gay publications, and Love and Rage. 

Furthermore, our critique of the porn industry should 
be libertarian, not authoritarian. Telling people what 
kinds of materials they can or can’t view is authoritar¬ 
ian. Providing a theoretical framework for viewing ma¬ 
terials and leting them make their own choices in a 
politically conscious way is something else. ★ 

—a male anarchist sympathizer who has worked in 
the porn industry 
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detenainadon of all vdmmin* This in* 
eludes- umjm^ 

freedom and accessible wimmin-cen* 
tered health care for all wimmin (And all 
means ail/) We recognize that sexual 

violence arid objectification of wkamto 
are necessary to the continued func¬ 
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Notes of Revolt 


MOHAWK TRIALS CONTINUE 


MOHAWK WARRIORS, on trial for the 
defense of a sacred pine forest which 
involved gun-fighting with the cops and 
the occupation of a commuter bridge, 

face prosecution for crimes from mis¬ 
chief to rioting, possession of weapons, 
assault, and destruction of property. 

The Mohawks erected a barricade to 
protect the pine forest against a golf 
course in July 1990, soon taking the 
initiative to arm themselves and take 
over a commuter bridge. One year 
later, in October, several members of 
the Warrior Society, perceived as lead¬ 
ers, began their trial proceedings, and 
by November the most serious charges 
had been dropped. (The cop who was 
killed most likely was shot by another 
police bullet, evidence isn’t always 
easy to fabricate.) The remaining 41 
defendants will have to wait until April 
to go to court. 

In a powerful statement of resistance, 
the defendants refused to enter a plea in 
court because they do not recognize the 
jurisdiction of the Canadian state which 


DHORUBA 


FORMER BLACK PANTHER and po¬ 
litical prisoner Dhoruba Bin Wahad still 
needs your support. He faces possible 
reimprisonment if the court rules that 
evidence which was withheld during his 
trials would not have had a significant 
impact on his case. 

Dhoruba was released in 1990, after 
19 years in prison under the Rosario rul¬ 
ing. Rosario said that one is automat¬ 
ically eligible for a re-trial if any evidence 
of misconduct or witholding of evidence 
on the part of the prosecution is found. 
Rosario was subsequently overturned, 
and the burden now rests on the defen- 


The Alcwek Fund Account #26-05317 
c/o Imperial Bank of Commerce 
119 Sparks St. 

Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5T5 
(613) 235-8978 


For more informaiton, write to: 

Mohawk Nation Office 
PO Box 1987 

Kahnawake, Quebec JOL 2B0 


Resistance Video Series 


MUMIA 


is prosecuting them. As usual, the judge 
will not hear “ideological” arguments, 
defining the history of genocide against 
First Nations and the continued denial of 
self-determination as irrelevant. 

The Mohawk’s willingness to defend 
their land against further encroachment 
and their refusal to accept the rules of 
the legal system (and the whole power 
structure the laws support) as legiti¬ 
mate make these cases important for the 
government. Support is needed! 

Donations can be sent to: 


Main Capitol Building, Rm. 225 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 


send donations to: 
Equal Justice USA/IDF 
PO Box 5206 
Hyattsville, MD 20782 


Call The Mumia Hotline: (215) 522-8985 


—information from Prison News Service 


Twin Cities Anarchist 
Federation 


Since January, 1991 , a bi-weekiy 
video and informational series has been 
established in the East End of Vancou¬ 
ver, BC. 

The series, entitled ‘ History of Resis¬ 
tance; Autonomous Peoples’ Series,” 
was initiated with the intent of re-cap¬ 
turing tne history of radical movements 
and struggles, in order to understand 
how different movements developed 
and resisted. As well as re-capturing 
this history, the series has also focused 
on current struggles, updating people 
on new developments and raising funds 
for different groups. 

The presentations have explored 
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ANARCHIST 

CALENDAR 


Mumia ABU-JAMAL, Former Black 
Panther and revolutionary Black journal¬ 
ist, falsely convicted for the killing of a 
Philadelphia cop, will be the first politi¬ 
cal prisoner to be executed (legally) in 
the US since the Rosenbergs, unless we 
do something about it. Money and let¬ 
ters are urgently needed to prevent his 
exection, a warrant for which could be 
passed down any time. Mumia has ex¬ 
hausted his state appeals. Write to de¬ 
mand that Governor Robert Casey 
commute Mumia’s sentence: 


February or March 

SECOND INTERAMERICAN GATHERING 
■ I or THE INTERNATIONAL I 
WORKER'S ASSOCIATION 
Sao Paulo, Brazil 

We heard obout It from the C<mfed«l 
©ration of Brazilian Workers, It’s spon¬ 
sored by the GOB, Worker's solidarity 
Alliance and the IWA, 


tfjilihaHonal Secretary c/a Will 


atyt 
POBox 119/ 

|Sqn Antonio, TX 782?4; 


Mai!) 14 


ELECTION BOYCOTT COALITION MEETING 
A planning meeting of groups and 
individual interested in.': orgalllmg 
H ie;: boycott of the 1992 presidential: 
elecions. Groups in the coalition so 
far: Love and Rage Network, Left 
Green Network and Youth Greens, 


Love and Rage 
Box 3, Prince St. Station 
Newark, NY 10012 
{212)925-7966 


Sometime this Spring 


Twin CITIES ANARCHISTS have 
moved beyond factional differences that 
separated them just a year or two ago to 
form The Twin Cities Anarchist Federa¬ 
tion (TCAF). They have put on forums at 
MayDay Books, and protested a speaking 
engagement by William Bennett. TCAF 
meets the first and third Saturday of each 
month at MayDay Books 301 Cedar Ave., 
Minneapolis. TCAF can be reached 
through the Profane Existence or Love 
and Rage Supporters of Mpls. PO Boxes. 


WEST COAST * GATHERING ; 

It ■ A proposal to have a regional d$l*l! 
||hist!gat^erirtpon the; west coast, ;; 
somewhere roughly central between 
San Diego and Vancouver. 


, Stefan Wray 
2440 16th Street, Box 241 
San Frfjkiscg, CA 94103 


DEMO REVIEW 


by P. Harvey Snoozer 
The JANUARY 22ND demonstration 
against a speaking engagement by for- 


exhilirating noise, banging yelling 
noise. 




killed most likely was shot by another 
police bullet, evidence isn’t always 
easy to fabricate.) The remaining 41 
defendents will have to wait until April 
to go to court. 

In a powerful statement of resistance, 
the defendents refused to enter a plea in 
court because they do not recognize the 
jurisdiction of the Canadian state which 

DHORUBA 

Former black panther and po- 

litical prisoner Dhoruba Bin Wahad still 
needs your support. He faces possible 
reimprisonment if the court rules that 
evidence which was withheld during his 
trials would not have had a significant 
impact on his case. 

Dhoruba was released in 1990, after 
19 years in prison under the Rosario rul¬ 
ing. Rosario said that one is automat¬ 
ically eligible for a re-trial if any evidence 
of misconduct or witholding of evidence 
on the part of the prosecution is found. 
Rosario was subsequently overturned, 
and the burden now rests on the defen¬ 
dant to prove to a judge that the evi¬ 
dence witheld would have significantly 
affected the outcome of the case. 

Dhoruba's hearing on this matter was 
sceduled for February 13, but was post¬ 
poned when the defense found that they 
had not seen all depositions. Manhattan 
District Attorney Morgenthau re¬ 
quested that Dhoruba be put back in 
prison until the next court date, but the 
judge refused. Dhoruba was, however- 
denied the use of his passport, presum¬ 
ably to prevent him from addressing the 
United Nations in Geneva. 

Dhoruba says he looks forward to the 
hearing and possible retrial, because 
they present an opportunity to publicly 
expose the FBI’s frame-ups and general 
campaign of terror against of him and 
other Black revolutionaries for their po¬ 
litical activities. 

His next court date is April 16. Three 
hundred people came out in support on 
February 13, and he needs a showing 
like this again to keep the pressure on! 
SO SHOW UP: April 16, at 100 Center St 
11th Floor, Part 30 - 9AM 

For further information, contact: 

QUISP 

(Queers UnHed in Support of Political Prisoners) 
PO Box 282 Cathedral Station 


Ottawa, Ontario KIP 5T5 
(613)235-8978 

For more informaiton, write to: 

Mohawk Nation Office 
PO Box 1987 

Kahnawake, Quebec JOL 2B0 

—information from Prison News Service 

Resistance Video Series 

Since January, 1991, a bi-weekiy 

video and informational series has been 
established in the East End of Vancou¬ 
ver, BC. 

The series, entitled 1 History of Resis¬ 
tance; Autonomous Peoples’ Series,” 
was initiated with the intent of re-cap¬ 
turing tne history of radical movements 
and struggles, in order to understand 
how different movements developed 
and resisted. As well as re-capturing 
this history, the series has also focused 
on current struggles, updating people 
on new developments and raising funds 
for different groups. 

The presentations have explored 
Black Liberation, Native American resis¬ 
tance, gay and lesbian movements, and 
much else to learn about and be inspired 
by. Currently, there is a focus on 1992 
and the 500 Years of Indigenous Resis¬ 
tance. 

An important part of the series has 
been the cooperation and involvement 
from the respective struggles, giving 
people involved in these struggles an 
opportunity to represent themselves 
and share their own analysis. 

If you have questions or know of good 
video material, contact: 

Resistance Video Series 
c/o Resistance 
Box 2881 

Vancouver, BC V6B 3X4 Canada 

DUTCH 

SQUATTERS 

ACQUITED 

by Jan Kraker 

IN MAY 1990, violent confrontations 
erupted between squatters and riot po¬ 
lice in the Dutch city of Groningen as city 
officials enacted martial law and author¬ 
ized the use of near-lethal doses of tear 


Equal Justice USA/LDF 
PO Box 5206 
Hyattsville, MD 20782 

Call The Mumia Hotline: (215) 522-8985 

Twin Cities Anarchist 
Federation 

Twin CITIES ANARCHISTS have 
moved beyond factional differences that 
separated them just a year or two ago to 
form The Twin Cities Anarchist Federa¬ 
tion (TCAF). They have put on forums at 
MayDay Books, and protested a speaking 
engagement by William Bennett. TCAF 
meets the first and third Saturday of each 
month at MayDay Books 301 Cedar Ave., 
Minneapolis. TCAF can be reached 
through the Profane Existence or Love 
and Rage Supporters of Mpls. PO Boxes. 


far: Love and Rage Network, Left 
Green Network and Youth Greens. 

Love and Rage 
Box 3, Prince St. Station 
New York, NY 10012 
{212)925-7966 

Sometime this Spring 

A proposal to have a regional anar¬ 
chist gathering oir the west coast, 
somewhere roughly central between 
San Diego and Vancouver. 

, Stefan Wray 
2440 16th Street, Bax 241 
San Francisco, CA 94103 


DEMO REVIEW 


by P. Harvey Snoozer 

The JANUARY 22ND demonstration 
against a speaking engagement by for¬ 
mer drug czar William Bennett in Min¬ 
neapolis was an entertaining first effort 
from TCAF (the Twin Cities Anarchist 
Federation.) Stimulating performances 
from the anarchists made this 2+ hour 
event the kind of energetic noise-fest 
you expect protest and resistance to be. 
Supporting players NORML (National 
Organization Reform of Marijuana Laws) 
and PSO (Progressive Student Organiza¬ 
tion) turned in decent performances. 

While Bennett addressed a fancy $50- 
a-plate benefit for a right-wing fringe 
group, The Center of the American Ex¬ 
periment, inside, the program outside 
was elaborate: an educational leaflet, 
signs and banners. The free food distrib¬ 
uted was mostly eaten by protestors 
themselves, but that doesn’t mean it 
wasn’t nummy! The major strength of 
the program, however, was noise, Loud 


exhilirating noise, banging yelling 
noise. 

First time directors TCAF made many 
of the mistakes typical of first efforts, 
especially those trying to break the mold 
of boring peaceful demos. Much of the 
event was out of focus, we didn’t sit 
through any boring speeches either. 
Other problems were related to tactical 
questions. There was no clear decision 
making process - this created problems 
of deciding to march around or not, and 
when to leave. Both decisions were 
made in mysterious ways which not eve¬ 
ryone was happy about. The other prob¬ 
lem stemmed from not clearly 
articulating the parameters of the demo, 
which led to a section of the demo carry¬ 
ing out an action which many others in 
the demo did not agree with. 

I consider this a fine first effort from a 
group that shows real promise, I give it 
3 stars. 








dant to prove to a judge that the evi¬ 
dence witheld would have significantly 
affected the outcome of the case. 

Dhoruba’s hearing on this matter was 
sceduled for February 13, but was post¬ 
poned when the defense found that they 
had not seen all depositions. Manhattan 
District Attorney Morgenthau re¬ 
quested that Dhoruba be put back in 
prison until the next court date, but the 
judge refused. Dhoruba was, however- 
denied the use of his passport, presum¬ 
ably to prevent him from addressing the 
United Nations in Geneva. 

Dhoruba says he looks forward to the 
hearing and possible retrial, because 
they present an opportunity to publicly 
expose the FBI’s frame-ups and general 
campaign of terror against of him and 
other Black revolutionaries for their po¬ 
litical activities. 

His next court date is April 16. Three 
hundred people came out in support on 
February 13, and he needs a showing 
like this again to keep the pressure on! 
SO SHOW UP: April 16, at 100 Center St 
11th Floor, Part 30 - 9AM 

For further information, contact: 

QUISP 

(Queers United in Support of Political Prisoners) 
PO Box 282 Cathedral Station 
NT, NY 10025 
(212) 969-8598 

Arm The Spirit 

ARM THE SPIRIT is an information 
collective focusing on militant and revo¬ 
lutionary struggles. Our perspective is 
autonomous but we see a need to dis¬ 
cuss and analyse all forms of left resis¬ 
tance in order to contribute to a 
revolutionary process. We welcome and 
encourage others to join us in our work. ” 

Arm The Spirit 
c/o Wild Seed Press 
P.O. Box 57584, Jackson Station 
Hamilton, Ontario 
L8P 4X3 Canada 

c/o Aufonome Forum 
P.O. Box 366 
Williamstown, MA 
01267 USA 
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Black Liberation, Native American resis¬ 
tance, gay and lesbian movements, and 
much else to learn about and be inspired 
by. Currently, there is a focus on 1992 
and the 500 Years of Indigenous Resis¬ 
tance. 

An important part of the series has 
been the cooperation and involvement 
from the respective struggles, giving 
people involved in these struggles an 
opportunity to represent themselves 
and share their own analysis. 

If you have questions or know of good 
video material, contact: 

Resistance Video Series 
c/o Resistance 
Box 2881 

Vancouver, BC V6B 3X4 Canada 

DUTCH 

SQUATTERS 

ACQUITED 

by Jan Kraker 

In MAY 1990, violent confrontations 
erupted between squatters and riot po¬ 
lice in the Dutch city of Groningen as city 
officials enacted martial law and author¬ 
ized the use of near-lethal doses of tear 
gas to evict the WNC squat complex. 
When the squatters surrendered, over 
100 were arrested, detained for up to 
several weeks in isolation, then 
charged with Article 140, a Dutch anti¬ 
terrorist law which makes sympathy 
for or membership in an illegal organi¬ 
zation a punishable offence. On No¬ 
vember 26, a Dutch court ruled that 
tthe “illegal organization” (ie, the 
group of squatters) was not generally 
criminally active, thus Art. 140 could 
not apply. In addition, most of the 115 
persons charged with Article 141 (pub¬ 
lic violence) were acquitted due to lack 
of evidence — everyone had been 
masked during the confrontations 
with the police! Unfortunately, 8 peo¬ 
ple were given sentences ranging from 
3 to 4 months, probably because they 
gave self-incriminating statements to 
the police while in detention. 


—CompUdd by Autoname Forum from NN. 
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mer drug czar William Bennett in Min¬ 
neapolis was an entertaining first effort 
from TCAF (the Twin Cities Anarchist 
Federation.) Stimulating performances 
from the anarchists made this 2+ hour 
event the kind of energetic noise-fest 
you expect protest and resistance to be. 
Supporting players NORML (National 
Organization Reform of Marijuana Laws) 
and PSO (Progressive Student Organiza¬ 
tion) turned in decent performances. 

While Bennett addressed a fancy $50- 
a-plate benefit for a right-wing fringe 
group, The Center of the American Ex¬ 
periment, inside, the program outside 
was elaborate: an educational leaflet, 
signs and banners. The free food distrib¬ 
uted was mostly eaten by protestors 
themselves, but that doesn’t mean it 
wasn’t nummy! The major strength of 
the program, however, was noise, Loud 


First time directors TCAF made many 
of the mistakes typical of first efforts, 
especially those trying to break the mold 
of boring peaceful demos. Much of the 
event was out of focus, we didn’t sit 
through any boring speeches either. 
Other problems were related to tactical 
questions. There was no clear decision 
making process - this created problems 
of deciding to march around or not, and 
when to leave. Both decisions were 
made in mysterious ways which not eve¬ 
ryone was happy about. The other prob¬ 
lem stemmed from not clearly 
articulating the parameters of the demo, 
which led to a section of the demo carry¬ 
ing out an action which many others in 
the demo did not agree with. 

I consider this a fine first effort from a 
group that shows real promise, I give it 
3 stars. 



For news and analysis of Anarchy In The UK, 
Canada, Mexico, the US, and around the 
world, subscribe to Love and Rage, a 
revolutionary anarchist newsmonthly, and 
have every issue delivered to your door by a 
uniformed agent of the State. 


State your preference and send check or money order to: 

Love and Rage, PO Box 3, Prince Street Station, NY, NY 10012 

0$9:3rd class sub (slow mail, no envelope) 

0$13:1st class (fast, in envelope) 0$13: International subscription 
OGI.PWA,Prisoner? Check here for a free sub 

OTo support a prisoner subscription, I am enclosing $_ 

OI would like to support L&R with a monthly pledge of: 

0$5 O$10 O$20 0$100 0$1000 O other 

Name_ 

Address_ 



St/Prov_Zip/Postal Code 
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Anarchist Black Cross 


Support Crucial for Ellen Peel 


LAST AUGUST WE RAN an article on 
Ellen Peel, jailed in California for killing, 
in self-defense, her abusive husband. El¬ 
len was beaten, abused, and raped re¬ 
peatedly during the years she lived with 
her spouse. 

She attempted to leave with her chil¬ 
dren, but was found. The three children 
were also victims of their father’s vio¬ 
lence, beaten, and sexually abused since 
birth. When Ellen’s 12 year old daughter 
became pregnant after being raped by 
her “father,” Ellen acted. She protected 
herself and her children in the only way 
she felt that she could — she killed him 
in self-defense. 

Ellen is appealing for help in pressuring 
the Governor to seek a careful review of 
her case and sentence. Bob (of OGB) 
wrote to the Governor of California after 
reading that last article and actually re¬ 
ceived a reply. He gave us the reply letter, 
and it sounds fairly positive. In the last few 
years several states have changed the 
sentencing guide lines for cases like El¬ 
len’s, and a few states have moved to free 
women imprisoned for killing abusive part¬ 
ners. Politically, it looks good for the state 
governments to make humanitarian ges¬ 
tures like this, and with prison over crowd¬ 
ing they are cutting sentences already. So, 
with some pressure the governor may act 
on this, please write immediately. If you 
write, or call Governor Wilson and get a 
reply, send it on to Ellen. If you get an actual 
letter back we’d appreciate if you’d send 
us a copy here at Love and Rage. 


Governor Pete Wilson 
State House 

Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 445-2841 


W 


Ellen Peel 

12799 Emmons B 547L 



POLL TAX 


Remember the poll tax riots? 

Yeah, well, the British government hasn’t 
forgotten either, the trials are still going 
on. The trials seem to be dragging on, 
maybe the gov.’t is trying to make some 
sort of point by turning it into a political 
show. While some of those arrested still 
wait for trial, others have been sentenced 
and are serving their terms. 

The Trafalgar Square Defendant’s 
Campaign is calling for complete am¬ 
nesty for all those arrested. The cam¬ 
paign puts out a news letter with trial 
updates and listings of prisoners. 


Trafalgar Square Defendanfs Campaign 


C__rA 0170A 
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Saar square Defendants <~amp< 
Jo Haldane Society of Lawyers 
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THE A.B.C. PAGE IS AN INDEPENDENT AND AUTONOMOUS SECTION of this paper. 
Although we listen to and consider the advice, thoughts, and criticisms of the production 
group and EC, all decisions about content, graphix, etc. are made by us. 

From the feed back we get on the page, it seems that most people want to see 
this information. And we want to continue to have the A.B.C. page in Love and Rage. 
But WE NEED HELP. Send us infrmation, photos, graphix, news from inside, 
articles. Or, better yet, all you New York City folks ... give us a call here at the office: 
(212) 925-7966 and find out about helping with the page, answering prisoner letters, 


etc. Talk to you all soon, 


CONTACTS 

To learn more about political prison¬ 
ers, prisoners of war, and prisons in 
North ArrilKliBi to any or ail of the 
following groups: 

Anarchist Black Cross tlipnto 
PO Box 6326 Station A 
Toronto, ONT M5W1P7 
CANADA 

. Bulldozer 

PO Box 5052 Station A 
JiMifcrohtb,' ONT M5W 1W4 
, < :r CANADA . 

Through The Walls 
472 Albert St 
Kingston, ONT K7L3W3 
CANADA 

Anarchist Black Cross Vancouver 
PO Box 2881 

Vancouver, BC V6B 3X4 11|||| 
CANADA 

Wimmin Prisoner 
Support Network 
PO Bax 770, Station P 
Toronto, ONT M5S2Z1 
CANADA 

Project 1313 
PO Box 1313 
Lawrence. KS 66044 


Jane 


Anarchist Black Cross Ni^Yoric 
H®: POBox 20521 
TbmpIdrisSquoriSfation 
New Yor|| NY 10009 

Anarchist Black Cross 
■ San Lorenzo PO Box 215 
San Lorenzo, CA 94580 

Prisoner's Legal News 
POBox 1684 

HI: Lake Worth, JFL 33460 


The ANTl-WARior 
§||!!ISl§lB,Shattuck Sq. 

Berkeley, CA 94704 

Leonard Peltier 
III! Defense Committee Ill 
PO Box 583 
llli Lcwreriaft, JKS 66044 

Committee to End 

The Marion Lockdown 
343 S. Dearborn, Suite 1607 
I® Chicago, IL 60604 !§> 

Box 95686 

Seattle, WA 98145-2686 

Anarchist Black Cross 
8§§ : Latino Americana 
PO Bax 451208 
Miami, FL 33245 




















her spouse. 

She attempted to leave with her chil¬ 
dren, but was found. The three children 
were also victims of their father’s vio¬ 
lence, beaten, and sexually abused since 
birth. When Ellen’s 12 year old daughter 
became pregnant after being raped by 
her “father," Ellen acted. She protected 
herself and her children in the only way 
she felt that she could — she killed him 
in self-defense. 

Ellen is appealing for help in pressuring 
the Governor to seek a careful review of 
her case and sentence. Bob (of OGB) 
wrote to the Governor of California after 
reading that last article and actually re¬ 
ceived a reply. He gave us the reply letter, 
and it sounds fairly positive. In the last few 
years several states have changed the 
sentencing guide lines for cases like El¬ 
len’s, and a few states have moved to free 
women imprisoned for killing abusive part¬ 
ners. Politically, it looks good for the state 
governments to make humanitarian ges¬ 
tures like this, and with prison over crowd¬ 
ing they are cutting sentences already. So, 
with some pressure the governor may act 
on this, please write immediately. If you 
write, or call Governor Wilson and get a 
reply, send it on to Ellen. If you get an actual 
letter back we’d appreciate if you’d send 
us a copy here at Love and Rage. 

Governor Pete Wilson 
State House 

Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916)445-2841 

Ellen Peel 

W- 12799 Emmons B547L 
Frontera, CA 91720 



POLL TAX 


Remember the poll tax riots? 

Yeah, well, the British government hasn’t 
forgotten either, the trials are still going 
on. The trials seem to be dragging on, 
maybe the gov.’t is trying to make some 
sort of point by turning it into a political 
show. While some of those arrested still 
wait for trial, others have been sentenced 
and are serving their terms. 

The Trafalgar Square Defendant’s 
Campaign is calling for complete am¬ 
nesty for all those arrested. The cam¬ 
paign puts out a news letter with trial 
updates and listings of prisoners. 

Trafalgar Square Defendanfs Campaign 
c/o Haldane Sociefy of Lawyers 
205 Panther House, 38 Mount Pleasant, 
London WCIX OAP 


(212) 925-7966 and find out about helping with the page, answering prisoner letters, 
etc. Talk to you all soon, 

Jane 
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Anarchist Black Cross New York 
. ,• PO Box20521 ;; ' 

ft To team fnor© about political prison* 

tlSvr Tompkins Square Station 

ers, prisoners of war, and prisons in 
North America, write to any or ail of the 

New York, NY 1000. 

Anarchist Black Cross 

San Lorenzo PO Box 215 
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Anarchist Block Cross Tor 

San Lorenzo, CA 94580 

PO Box 6326 Station A 

fffit-. Prisoner's Legal News 

Toronto, ONTM5W1P7 

CANADA 
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Bulldozer 
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Toronto, ONTM5W 1W4 
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Kingston, ONTK7L3W3 
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Anarchist Black Cross Vancouver 
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lif-flli Committee to End i|| 

Vancouver, BC V6B 3X4 

The Marion Lockdown 

CANADA 

343 S. Dearborn, Suite 1607 
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Chicago, IL 60604 

Wimmin Prisoner 

Friends of Liberty 

Support Network 

PO Box 770, Station P 
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Toronto, ONT M5S 2ZT 

Seattle, WA 98145-2686 
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Itiilp/ Anarchist Black Cross 

Project 1313 

PO Box 1313 

Latino Americana 

PO Box 451208 

Lawrence, KS 66044 

Miami, FL 33245 




Anarchy in Czecho-Slovakia 

(from a letter by Nuita, a US womyn who visited there in August) 

around certain neighborhoods ya get that turf 
feeling with tons of battling graffiti. Anarchists 
acknowledge that "communism” didn’t work 
and capitalism (U$A style) isn’t going to work 
either (I should say the “free-market system.’’) 
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Anarchy in Czecho-Slovakia 

(from a letter by Nuita, a US womyn who visited there in August) 



T he most important story (well i dunno 

about the most) but very urgent & scary is about 
the rising physical confrontation between Pra¬ 
gue anarchists and fascist skins. 

The connections between the skins and ultra-right 
members of parliament have always been pretty un¬ 
derstood by anarchists. But recently the proof has been 
mounting and the anarchists are actively collecting, 
compiling and distributing this. The anarchists’ actions 
have not gone unnoticed. One week before we had 
been to the anarchist center in Prague Castle the skins 
had trashed it (posters, newspapers trashed, printing 
press dumped, tables and chairs tossed around, phone 
ripped out). The fascists left a note saying if the anar¬ 
chists didn't stop the violence would get worse. 

It started when the anarchists had a few demos in 
’90, ’91 and the skins would attack and the cops would 
let them. The skins would attack from the backs of the 
anarchists. There was also an increase in undercover 
cops. One incident was this right-winger in parliament 
being spotted in an anarchist demo, speaking and 
chummin’ it up with the nazis. Some say this is where 
the pay-off happened. Oh yeah! The pay-off thang. The 
anarchists are one of the only organized anti-fa (anti¬ 
fascist) forces on the Czech side. (4 groups.) Walking 


around certain neighborhoods ya get that turf 
feeling with tons of battling graffiti. Anarchists 
acknowledge that “communism” didn’t work 
and capitalism (U$A style) isn’t going to work 
either (I should say the “free-market system.”) 
So they are quite a threat (ideologically and 
ideally) to the new Empire. So naturally the 
Empire wants the anarchists smashed.... 

Another tidbit is that one of the ultra-right 
dudes in parliament uses nazi skins as his secu¬ 
rity force.... 

The anarchists had a demo on June 18,1991 
and because of its anti-militarist and anti-fas¬ 
cist swing a lot of people came. They also had 
an anti-Bush demo on November 17, 1990 that 
was so great. They were able to be so close to 
where he was speaking that they prevented 
him from speaking for four hours by banging on 
pots, yelling, and creating a general ruckus. 

There is hardly any feminist analysis within the 
anarchist community. So what’s new, eh? The only 
understanding of the connection between the per¬ 
sonal and the political is beating up nazis. (Which we 
were told the young, white, het boys loved to 
do....and that’s about it. I think its very important 
that nazis get beaten up, but I would like to see more 
analysis behind that. I think that violence can be a 
really good tactic for community self-defense.) This 
groovin’ womyn, Laura, said she wasn’t an anarchist 
but that her partner, Roman, was. He’s read Czech 
anarchist philosophers (white men, of course), or¬ 
ganized demos, put out underground papers etc. for 
years. I spoke politics for hours with her and she can 
definitely hold her own. There is a pervasive attitude 
of what makes an anarchist. And it doesn’t seem like 
spaces are made for anarchist womyn. Roman com¬ 
mented on how the womyn at anarchist demos are 
usually girlfriends of male anarchists and that’s why 
they’re there. YUCK!! So Laura said she translates 
small, basic stuff on anarcha-feminism (she speaks 
like 7-10 languages!!). ★ 
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